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SPECIAL MEETING 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
In accordance with the Statutes of the State of Illinois and the Ordinances of the City of Highland Park, the next 
special meeting of the Natural Resources Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to be held at the 
hour of 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at 337 and 353 N. Deere Park Drive East, Highland Park, 
Illinois, during which it is anticipated there will be a discussion of the following: 
 

CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2012 

337 AND 353 N. DEERE PARK DRIVE EAST 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 

5:30 P.M.  
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 
 
I.   Call to Order  
 
II. New Business 

 
A. Tour of Private Residences Located at 337 and 353 N. Deere Park Drive East Regarding Requests for 
Pre-Application Discussions of Proposed Beach Structure Permit Applications for Regulated Activities 
within the Lake Michigan Protection Zone at Each Property 

 
III. Adjournment  
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

In accordance with the Statutes of the State of Illinois and the Ordinances of the City of Highland Park, the next 
meeting of the Natural Resources Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to be held at the hour of 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at 1707 St. John’s Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois, during which it is 
anticipated there will be a discussion of the following: 
 

CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2012 

1707 ST. JOHN’S AVENUE 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 

6:30 P.M. 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 
I.  Call to Order  
 
II.  Roll Call 
 
III.  Approval of Minutes: July 11, 2012 
 
IV. Business from the Public 
  
V. New Business 
 

A. Pre-Application Discussion of a Beach Structure Permit Application for Regulated Activities in the Lake 
Michigan Protection Zone at 337 N. Deere Park Drive East 
 

B. Pre-Application Discussion of a Beach Structure Permit Application for Regulated Activities in the Lake 
Michigan Protection Zone at 353 N. Deere Park Drive East  
 

C. Discussion of Proposed 2013 Work Program and Budget Request  
 

D. Discussion of the Need for Steep Slope Maintenance Guidelines and Standards  
 
VI. Old Business 
 

A. Status Report on the Adopt-A-Beach Event on September 15, 2012 
 

B. Status Report on the GreenTown Event on October 19, 2012 
 
C. Status Report on Educational Movie Series Screening on October 22, 2012 

 
D. Status Report on the Green Team  
 
E. Status Report on the Residential Composting Pilot Program  

 
F. Status Report on the Polystyrene Recycling Pilot Program 

 
VII. Other Business 
 

A.   Commissioner Comments 
 

B.   Administrative Items 
 
VIII. Adjournment  



 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
 THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HIGHLAND 

PARK, ILLINOIS 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  July 11, 2012 
 
MEETING LOCATION: Pre-Session Room, City Hall, 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland 

Park, IL  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
At 6:35 p.m., Chairman Bogot called the meeting to order and the Staff Liaison called the 
roll. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Bogot, Compher, Hill, Himmelfarb, Matthews and Sultan 
 
Members Absent:  Dennison, Naftzger and Beck 
 
The Staff Liaison declared that there was a quorum of the Commission present.  
 
Staff Present:  Staff Liaison Barbara Cates  
 
Also Present:  Councilman Mandel 
 
MINUTES 
 
A. Regular Meeting of the Natural Resources Commission— June 13, 2012 
 
Commissioner Sultan requested a modification to the first sentence of the fourth paragraph 
under item A of New Business in the draft minutes to clarify comments made by 
Commissioners Hill and Sultan. Commissioner Matthews requested a modification to the 
last sentence of paragraph 6 under item A of New Business to make note that the 
Commission conditioned its recommendation upon the planting of native vegetation at the 
base of the outdoor fireplace and the base of the retaining wall.  
 
Commissioner Hill moved for approval of the amended minutes of the regular meeting of 
the Natural Resources Commission held on Wednesday, June 13, 2012. Commissioner 
Sultan seconded the motion.  
 
On a voice vote, Chairman Bogot declared that the motion passed 5-0-1, with Chairman 
Bogot abstaining due to absence at the June 13th meeting.  
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Marjie Ettlinger of 91 Sycamore Place inquired if the public would be able to purchase 
finished compost from the City’s composting pilot program. Staff Liaison Cates noted that 
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she would refer the question to the City Manager’s Office and provide Ms. Ettlinger with 
more information the following day.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. 251 Cary Avenue-Consideration and Approval of Staff-Drafted Findings of Fact 
Recommending Zoning Board of Appeals Approval of a Steep Slope Variation to Maintain 
an Existing Outdoor Fireplace  
 
Commissioner Matthews requested an amendment to the draft Findings of Fact to make it 
clear that the Commission’s recommendation is conditioned on the installation of native 
plants at the base of the outdoor fireplace and the base of the retaining wall. Staff Liaison 
Cates noted the sentences in the draft Findings of Fact that will be changed to 
accommodate Commissioner Matthew’s request.  
 
Commissioner Sultan voted to approve the amended Findings of Fact recommending 
approval of a Steep Slope Variation to Maintain an Existing Outdoor Fireplace at 251 Cary 
Avenue and forward them to the Zoning Board of Appeals for final determination. 
Commissioner Hill seconded the motion.  
 
On a voice vote, Chairman Bogot declared that the motion passed 5-0-1, with Chairman 
Bogot abstaining due to absence during the Commission’s consideration of the matter at the 
June 13th meeting.  
 
Staff Liaison Cates noted that the Findings will be forwarded to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for consideration at the July 19th meeting, and a status report on the case will be 
provided to the Commission at the next meeting.  
 
Commissioner Hill noted that he must leave the Commission meeting prior to the 
discussion of Other Business; Hill updated the Commission on the annual Great Lakes and 
St. Lawrence Cities Initiative meeting which had recently been held in Quebec City. Hill 
noted that he had the opportunity to meet with the Mayor of Quebec City, Régis Labeaume, 
and the experience had been enjoyable. Hill noted that the conference had reaffirmed his 
confidence in the City’s Steep Slope regulations. Chairman Bogot thanked Commissioner 
Hill for representing the Commission at the event. Hill exited the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  
 
B. Discussion of Commission Participation at the Adopt-A-Beach Event on September 15, 
2012 
 
Staff Liaison Cates noted that sign-up announcements have been made for the September 
15th Adopt-A-Beach event. Cates asked if the Commission had an interest in participating 
at an established location, or serving as a Captain at one of the beach locations. Steve 
Meyer asked if the Commission could participate at Central Avenue Beach. At the 
Commission’s direction, Cates noted that she would contact the Alliance to determine 
opportunities. The Commission encouraged Cates to post event information on the City’s 
website and in the Park kiosks when available.  
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. Recap of July 4th Event   
 
Chairman Bogot presented a recap of the July 4th festivities, noting that several 
Commission representatives had walked in the parade alongside electric vehicles to 
promote the GreenTown event. Bogot reported that the location of the booth had not been 
ideal, but that a very excited Highland Park resident won the composting bin in the raffle.  
 
B. Recap of June 16th Ravine Cleanup Event 
 
Vice Chair Himmelfarb presented a recap of the ravine cleanup and planting event. Park 
District Representative Meyer thanked Nancy for her family’s participation.   
 
C. Status Report on the Green Team  
 
Vice Chair Himmelfarb reported on the Zero Waste Schools Initiative that will be underway 
at the beginning of the school year. Himmelfarb indicated that Seven Generations Ahead 
will be assisting with the implementation of sustainability goals. Chairman Bogot noted 
that it would be nice to get the schools involved in the City’s composting pilot program.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Chairman Bogot noted that the August Commission will be cancelled as there are no 
pressing agenda items.  
 
Park District Representative Meyer provided a status report on the Park District’s plans for 
Rosewood Beach. Commissioner Sultan noted that he had spoken with Park Board 
members about the possibility of displaying the Commission’s educational materials at 
future Park District facilities.  
 
Commissioner Compher discussed the Smart Energy Design Assistance Center and 
requested the results of any free energy audits that had been conducted on City buildings. 
Staff Liaison Cates responded that she would request the information from the City 
Manager’s Office.   
 
Chairman Bogot discussed electrical aggregation and encouraged Commissioners to opt into 
the sustainable option because the cost was negligible.  
 
Park District Representative Meyer discussed a recent clear-cut on the bluff at Belle 
Avenue. Staff Liaison Cates noted that the City is aware of the issue and is taking steps to 
address it. Cates noted that the matter will likely result in a discussion of the Steep Slope 
regulations regarding bluff vegetation at the Commission’s September meeting.  
 
Staff Liaison Cates reported that the Committee of the Whole is scheduled to consider 
information pertaining to recycling receptacles for the Central Business District at the 
meeting on July 23rd. The Commission is invited to attend, and Chairman Bogot and 
Commissioner Matthews will be serving as Commission representatives at the discussion. 
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Staff Liaison Cates noted that staff is in the process of reaching out to businesses impacted 
by the plastic bag recycling receptacle requirements in order to determine compliance. Staff 
will be taking the steps necessary to ensure that the requirements are met.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chairman Bogot adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Barbara E. Cates, Secretary 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MINUTES APPROVED BY THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION ON _________ 

 
• WITH CORRECTIONS  

(SEE MINUTES OF _______ MEETING FOR CORRECTIONS) 
 

• WITH NO CORRECTIONS 
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Memorandum       
 
To:       Members of the Natural Resources Commission  
 
From:   Barbara E. Cates, Planner II 
    

Date:     September 5, 2012 

Re:        Agenda Items for the September 12th Meeting of the Natural Resources Commission  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A and B. Pre-Application Discussions of Beach Structure Permit Applications for Regulated 
Activities in the Lake Michigan Protection Zone at 337 and 353 N. Deere Park Drive East 
 
Pre-applications for Beach Structure Permits at 337 and 353 N. Deere Park Drive E. have been 
submitted for the Commission’s consideration. Although the pre-applications have been filed 
separately, the proposals concern a single improvement that spans across both properties. The 
applicants note that the existing revetment was installed in 1985, before the property was 
subdivided into two separate lots.   
 
The applicants, Peter and Linda Karmin at 337 N. Deere Park Drive E., and Peter Rose at 353 
N. Deere Park Drive E., are jointly proposing to perform maintenance on an existing stone 
revetment located at the toe of the bluff. The proposed work consists of reinforcing the 
existing revetment with additional stone, which will be placed on clay lakebed and/or existing 
cobble at the base of the existing revetment on the lakeward (eastern) side.  The applicants 
note that proposed improvement has been designed to function during various lake levels, and 
earth moving and grading will not be necessary for the project. All materials will be brought to 
the site via barge on Lake Michigan, and a backhoe and/or crane will be used as necessary. 
Because the work is classified as a “Regulated Activity” under Section 150.703.1(E)(1) of the 
Zoning Code, the applicants must pursue Beach Structure Permits.  
 
Agency Approvals 
 
Section 150.703.1(E)(4)(a)viii of the Zoning Code requires the applicant  to obtain and submit 
“copies of any and all permits required by the federal, state, and county governments” before 
the Natural Resources Commission can consider the request for a Beach Structure Permit. Per 
this requirement, the applicant previously submitted the proposed plans to the U.S. Army 
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Corps of Engineers, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency and Lake County Stormwater 
Management Commission. The applicants have secured the attached approvals; please note 
that although the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has expressed its approval within 
the attached email, a formal permit from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources is 
required to be submitted as soon as it is received.  
 
Engineering Division Review 
 
The Engineering Division has reviewed the application materials and submitted the attached 
memorandum, dated September 7, 2012, for the Commission’s consideration. The 
Engineering Division does not object to the proposed improvements, but it should be noted 
that if the project is approved, certification of the completed work will be required to verify 
that it meets the approved plan specifications.  
 
Beach Structure Ordinance Process & Policy 
 
Per Section 150.703.1(E)(5(a), the Commission is being asked to hold a pre-application 
discussion of the proposed Beach Structure Permits, with the understanding that formal 
Permit Applications will be filed for consideration at a future meeting. Once the Permit 
Application has been scheduled for the Commission’s consideration, the applicants will 
be required to meet the public notification requirements which require written notice to 
be provided to the first ten properties located “upwater” and the first ten properties 
located “downwater” from the subject property.  
 
Beach Structure Ordinance Standards  
 
The Beach Structure Ordinance regulates and requires permits for all activity in the City’s 
“Lake Michigan Protection Zone,” an area comprised of all land between Lake Michigan and 
the toe of the bluff. Prior to the City’s issuance of a permit for any activity in the Lake 
Michigan Protection Zone, the Natural Resources Commission must consider the matter under 
the following standards and forward Findings of Fact to the City Council for final approval. 
 
The Commission is being asked to consider the attached pre-applications and give feedback to 
the applicants for their preparation of formal Beach Structure Permit applications, to be 
considered by the Commission at a future meeting.   
 
  Standards 
  No permit for a Regulated Activity in the Lake Michigan Protection Zone shall 
  be approved unless all of the following standards have been met or satisfied: 
 
   (a) The proposed Regulated Activity and/or Structure    
shall not unreasonably impede access to or pedestrian movement along the beach or to 
Lake Michigan; 
 
   (b) The proposed Regulated Activity and/or Structure 
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shall not unnecessarily impede navigability within Lake Michigan; 
 
   (c) The proposed Regulated Activity and/or Structure 
shall not unreasonably impact the Subject Property or the Adjacent Properties; 
 
   (d) The Applicant has proposed appropriate long-term 
maintenance requirements and plans, as necessary, for the proposed Regulated 
Activity and/or Structure; 
 
   (e) The proposed means and methods of undertaking the 
Regulated Activity and/or Structure are consistent with appropriate design and 
aesthetics principles; 
 
   (f) The proposed Regulated Activity and/or Structure 
shall not create new nor amplify existing erosion problems on the Subject Property 
and on Adjacent Properties; 
 
   (g) The proposed Regulated Activity and/or Structure 
shall be for the purposes of erosion control, water gathering, and/or public access only; 
 
   (h) There will not be an unnecessary adverse 
environmental or ecological impact on the Subject Property or on any of the Adjacent 
Properties as a result of the proposed Structure and/or the Regulated Activity; 
 
   (i) The proposed Structure and/or the Regulated Activity 
is the least environmentally and ecologically intrusive means of achieving the stated 
purpose of the Structure; and 
 
   (j) The Applicant has properly obtained any and all 
permits required by the federal, state, and county governments for the Regulated 
Activity and/or the Structure. 

 
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this matter, or if you would 
like to further discuss the Beach Structure Ordinance prior to the meeting. Per the 
Commission’s direction, I will be prepared to deliver a brief presentation summarizing the 
proposed project. As usual, the above list of Beach Structure Ordinance standards will also be 
available on the table for the Commission’s reference and discussion.  
 
Please note that a special meeting will be held at the properties at 5:30 p.m. prior to the 
Commission meeting on September 12th to give the Commission the opportunity to inspect 
the property as a group. Applicant representatives will be on hand, and I urge you to 
drop by if you are available.  
  
C. Discussion of Proposed 2013 Work Program and Budget Request  
 
Chairman Bogot, Commissioner Naftzger and I worked together to draft the attached 2013 
work plan for the Commission’s consideration. It has been prepared in the format that was 
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used for this year, with the understanding that the Commission can allocate responsibilities 
and determine the appropriate timeline for projects at the beginning of 2013.  

The proposed projects are intended to reflect the Commission’s mission and purpose, and 
have been shaped by the Commission’s ongoing discussions and prioritization of action items 
this year. The Commission is being asked to discuss and approve the work plan and budget 
request so that it may be submitted to the City Council for consideration by the deadline as 
required.  

DRAFT 2013 BUDGET REQUEST 

Based on the attached proposed work plan, it is suggested that the Commission request the 
following budget: 

EDUCATION & TRAINING 

Special Events 

This budget line item will give the Commission flexibility and cover costs associated with 
kiosk displays and environmental education events including Arbor Day, July 4th, Earth Day, 
beach and river cleanups and movie screenings……………………………………...$2,000 

Steep Slope Maintenance Guidelines 

I will provide more information on this proposed project at the upcoming meeting, including 
details on the funds that would be necessary to achieve this particular work plan goal….TBD 

BOOKS & SUPPLIES 

This budget line item has historically been included within the Commission’s budget and 
gives the Commission the opportunity to purchase books, periodical subscriptions or other 
educational materials as necessary…………………..…………………………...….....$100 

DINNERS 

This budget line item covers the cost of dinners at Commission meetings…….….…$1,500 

 
D. Discussion of the Need for Steep Slope Maintenance Guidelines and Standards  
 
At the upcoming meeting, I will provide the Commission with a brief overview of recent 
Steep Slope forestry activities and lead a discussion of the need for maintenance guidelines, 
the development of which could serve as a possible project to be incorporated into the 
Commission’s 2013 work plan budget goals. I expect to know more regarding the anticipated 
financial impact of the project by the meeting discussion.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. Status Report on the Adopt-A-Beach Event on September 15, 2012 
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At the July meeting, the Commission expressed an interest in participating in the Adopt-A-
Beach Event scheduled to be held on Saturday, September 15th from 9:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Chairman Bogot and I have been working with the Park District to coordinate event coverage, 
and we will provide the Commission with a status report on the item at the upcoming meeting.  
For more information on the event, please visit: http://www.greatlakes.org/adopt-a-
beach/SAAB 
 
B. Status Report on the GreenTown Event on October 17- 19, 2012 
 
The GreenTown event planning committee has been working to coordinate an extensive 
lineup of activities for the upcoming conference, scheduled to be held Wednesday, October 
17th through Friday, October 19th. Additional information, including a conference agenda, is 
attached for your information. To register for the event, visit: www.greentownconference.com 

 
C. Status Report on Educational Movie Series Screening on October 22, 2012 
 
Commissioner Dennison has secured screenings for the movies Just Do It and With My Own 
Two Wheels. The Highland Park Library screening room has been reserved for Monday, 
October 22nd, and Commissioner Dennison will provide the Commission with a summary of 
the movies at the upcoming meeting.  
 
D. Status Report on the Green Team  
 
Vice Chair Himmelfarb will provide information on this agenda item at the meeting.  

 
E. Status Report on the Residential Composting Pilot Program  
 
I will provide information on this agenda item at the meeting.  
 
F. Status Report on the Polystyrene Recycling Pilot Program 
 
I will provide information on this agenda item at the meeting.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• 337 and 353 N. Deere Park Drive E. GIS Map 
• 337 and 353 N. Deere Park Drive E. Aerial Photo 
• Memorandum from the Engineering Division, dated September 7, 2012 
• 337 N. Deere Park Drive E. Pre-Application Beach Structure Permit Materials 
• 353 N. Deere Park Drive E. Pre-Application Beach Structure Permit Materials 
• DRAFT Proposed 2013 Commission Work Plan 
• GreenTown Conference Information  

 
 
 

http://www.greatlakes.org/adopt-a-beach/SAAB
http://www.greatlakes.org/adopt-a-beach/SAAB
http://www.greentownconference.com/






PUBLIC WORKS 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  September 7, 2012 
 
TO:  Barbara Cates, Planner 
 
FROM:  John Welch, City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Revetment Maintenance at 337 and 353 North Deere Park Drive 
 
 
The plan for the proposed revetment augmentation located on the Lake Michigan beach at the above-
referenced addresses has been satisfactorily revised in accordance with my comments dated August 22, 
2012. The Army Corps of Engineer, Illinois Department of Natural Resources and Lake County 
Stormwater Management Commission have approved the proposed addition to the existing stone 
revetment. 
 
The Department of Public Works requires a certification/verification upon completion of the work from 
the design professional (Shabica and Associates) stating that the work has been satisfactorily completed in 
accordance with all permit requirements of the various agencies involved, and meets the approved plan 
and specifications. 
 
The Department of Public Works concludes that the proposed revetment project complies with the 
requirements specified in the City’s Code. Please contact me at extension 1145 if there are any concerns 
or comments that we should address or clarify. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT NAME: KARMIN & ROSE 
Revetment Toe Stone Maintenance 
337 & 353 N. Deere Park Drive E., Highland Park, IL 60035 
DATE: 10/5/2011 
REVISED: 8/27/2012 

DRAWN BY: SN 
DRAWING NUMBER: 1 

Shabica & Associates, Inc. 
550 Frontage Rd, Ste. 3735, Northfield, IL 60093 
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Action # ACTION ITEM TASK RESPONSIBLE PARTY First Quarter 
2013

Second Quarter 
2013

Third Quarter 
2013

Fourth Quarter 
2013

1 Oversee the Creation of Steep Slope Maintenance Standards 
& Education Work with a Contract Professional to Develop and Promote Guidelines 

2 Review Composting Program Results & Provide Feedback Make Recommendation to the City Council Regarding the Effectiveness of the 
Program

3 Review Recycling Facility Hours & Provide Feedback Make recommendation to the City Council Regarding the Effectiveness of the 
Facility's Existion Operation

4 Work with Staff to Prepare an Illinois Green Infrastructure 
Grant Application 

Identify Opportunities for Collaboration on a Project; Submit for Funding 
Consideration by the IEPA

5 Conduct Outreach on Polystyrene Recycling Pilot Program Work with Business Owners to Continue to Distribute Promotional Stickers & 
Posters

6 Conduct Outreach on Plastic Bag Recycling Receptacle 
Requirements Work with Business Owners to Track Data ane Ensure Compliance

7 Conduct Outreach on Commercial Facilities Recycling Work with Business Owners to Ensure Compliance

8 Grant Award for Meritorious Service to the Highland Park 
Environment Accept & Consider Nominations and Grant Award

Work with the Park District to Create & Display Spring Posters

Work with the Park District to Create & Display Summer Posters

Work with the Park District to Create & Display Fall Posters

Look into Sponsorship Opportunities for the Alliance for the Great Lakes Adopt-a-
Beach Event

Look into Sponsorship Opportunities for the Friends of the Chicago River 
Cleanup Event

Secure Dumpster for Collection 

Promote & Assist the Park District with Ravine Cleanup Events

Secure Tent, Table & Informational Material

Staff Booth at July 4th Event

TOPIC TO BE DETERMINED

TOPIC TO BE DETERMINED

TOPIC TO BE DETERMINED

TOPIC TO BE DETERMINED

Contact Library to Establish Event Dates

Acquire License to Screen Film

Promote Film Screenings

14 Participate in Project Citizen Assist Students with Project & Keep Commission Updated on Efforts

15 Participate in Green Team Initiatives Attend Meetings & Give Input

16 Participate in North Shore Environmental Commissioners 
Group Attend Meetings & Give Input

17 Assist in the Accomplishment of Sustainability Plan 
Initiatives Establish Implementation Plan Staff & Entire Commission

18 Review & Recommend on Variations and Beach Structure 
Permit Applications Forward Findings of Fact to ZBA & City Council Staff & Entire Commission

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION ACTION PLAN 2013

  2013 WORK PLAN PROPOSED FOR CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Seasonally Update the Educational Displays in the Kiosks at 
Rosewood and Millard Parks9

Participate in Beach, River & Ravine Cleanup Events10

Pink Highlighted Cell = Task Accomplished

11

ONGOING BASIS

ONGOING BASIS

ONGOING BASIS

ONGOING BASIS

ONGOING BASIS

Participate in July 4th Event

Organize & Host Environmental Movie Series

ONGOING BASIS 

ONGOING BASIS

13

Draft Articles for the Highlander12

ONGOING BASIS



GreenTown: The Future of Community
Highland Park, Illinois ‐ October 18‐18, 2012

Wednesday, October 17, 2012

GreenTown at the Movies …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….7:00pm 
A screening of Waste Land, Song of the Spindle, and The Grid

Thursday ‐ October 18, 2012

Pre‐Conference

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Sponsored by: Waste Management, Inc., Groot Waste and Recycling Services, 
Veolia Environmental Services, Nu‐Earth Organics, Midwest Organics, Rehrig Pacific

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Midwest Ecological Landscape Alliance
Led by Carol Becker, MELA; Geoff Deigan, WRD Environmental; Dick Hayden, American Hydrotech; 
Shawn KingzeXe, The Care of Trees; Todd Degner, Davey Resource Group

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

Main Conference

Friday ‐ October 19, 2012

7:30 am ‐ 8:30 am

8:30 am – 9:00 am

Gary Cuneen, Seven GeneraYons Ahead
John Harris, a5

9:00 am – 10:00 am
"America's Walking: CreaYng the Environment that Fosters Walking and Biking"
Mark Fenton, Host of "America's Walking" on PBS

10:00 am – 10:45 am
"Aging in Place"
Henry Cisneros, Cityview, former HUD Secretary and Mayor of San Antonio

10:45 am – 11:00 am

 11:00am ‐ 12:15pm
"A Sense of Wonder"
Rachel Carson's love for the natural world and her fight to defend it Performance by Kaiulani Lee

12:15 pm – 1:15 pm

Break……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Performance………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………….

Lunch………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Registra<on……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Waste Not: Advancing Commercial Food Scrap Collec<on in the Chicago Area……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Back Yard or Back 40: Crea<ng Sustainable Landscapes…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Keynote Speaker…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Keynote Speaker………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

GreenTown Welcome Recep<on…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Nancy Rotering, Mayor, City of Highland Park

Registra<on and Breakfast……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Call to Ac<on……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

GreenTown Highland Park 
October 18‐19, 2012 
Conference Agenda 
Rev. 9.14.12 



Breakout Session One:
Protec<ng Our 
Natural Resources

Healthy, Ac<ve 
Communi<es

Engaging the Highland 
Park

Regional Sustainability Fostering Innova<on

Water ConservaYon: 
Local, Regional, & 
State Water 
ConservaYon 
Strategies/Policies

Bike Plans and 
Complete Streets ‐ 
Complete Streets And 
Bike Plans: CreaYng 
ConnecYvity Within 
and Across 
CommuniYes

InsYtuYonal Leaders 
Forum: Community 
CollaboraYon in 
Sustainability 
ImplementaYon

Food Scrap 
ComposYng: Pilot 
ResidenYal Food Scrap 
CollecYon Programs 

Regional and Local
Sustainability Plans: 
Highlights of CMAP 
LTA Projects

Moderator: 
‐David NaWzger, 
Highland Park City 
Council Presenters: 
Susan GarreY, Illinois 
State Senator; Abby 
Crisostomo, MPC; 
Catherine Hurley, 
Evanston

Moderator: 
‐Janet AYarian, City 
of Chicago 
Department of 
Transporta^on
Presenters: 
Janet AYarian, City of 
Chicago, Department 
of Transporta^on; Lee 
Smith, City of 
Highland Park; Jen 
Maltas, City of 
Deerfield

Moderator: 
Dave Knapp, City of 
Highland Park

Moderator: 
Walter Willis, SWALCO
Presenters:
Dave Douglas, Glad; 
Walter Willis, SWALCO; 
Karen Rozmus, Village 
of Oak Park

Moderator: 
Jason Navota, CMAP
Presenters:
Hildy Kingma, Village 
of Oak Park; David 
Husemoller, Lake 
County; Steve Barg, 
Conserve Lake County

Break …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 2:15 pm ‐ 2:30 pm

Breakout Session Two:
Protec<ng Our 
Natural Resources

Protec<ng Our 
Natural Resources

Healthy, Ac<ve 
Communi<es

Engaging the Highland 
Park

Regional 
Sustainability

Fostering 
Innova<on

Green Infrastructure: 
How West Union, 
Iowa is CreaYng a 
Sustainable 
Downtown that 
Manages Water and  
Enriches Community

Waste ReducYon: 
Zero Waste Schools

Healthy Community 
IniYaYves ‐ Pioneering 
Healthy CommuniYes: 
AcYon Plans for 
Increasing Healthy EaYng 
and Physical AcYvity From 
Across the State

Community 
Development: Building 
Sustainability Into All 
Community 
Development and 
Infrastructure Projects

Shared Services: Ideas 
for CollaboraYng 
Across Town Lines

Energy ‐ South 
Korean Smart 
Grid InsYtute: 
The Next FronYer 
of Energy 
Efficiency in 
Chicago Area and 
North America

Presenter:
Jim PatcheY, Founder 
and President, 
Conserva^on Design 
Forum

Moderator: 
Jen Nelson, Seven 
Genera^ons Ahead
Presenters:
Jen Nelson , Seven 
Genera^ons Ahead; 
John Fuhrer, D112; 
Ana Garcia Doyle, 
D97

Moderator: 
Mark Fenton, 
Presenters:
Edye Wagner, Healthy 
Highland Park Task Force; 
Ann Marchee, DuPage 
Forward; Jan Pate, Oak 
Park Wild About Wellness

Moderator: 
Michael Blue, City of 
Highland Park
Presenters:
ScoY Freres, Lakota 
Group; Rick Hitchcock, 
Hitchcock Design; 
David Brint, Brinshore 
Development

Moderator: 
Nancy Rotering, City 
of Highland Park
Presenters:
Gary Burton, Lake 
County 
Administra^on; David 
Stolman, Lake County 
Board; Steve Mandel, 
Highland Park City 
Council; Dave Knapp, 
City Of Highland Park; 
Bob Kiely, Lake Forest 
City Manager; Kent 
Street, Deerfield City 
Administra^on; Susan 
GarreY, Illinois State 
Senator; Karen May, 
Illinois State 
Representa^ve; Maria 
Lasday, Bannockburn 
Manager

Presenters:
David Pope, 
President, Village 
of Oak Park; KC 
Poulos, Village of 
Oak Park

1: 15 pm ‐ 
2:15 pm

2:30 pm ‐ 
3:30 pm



Break……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 3:30 pm ‐ 3:45 pm

Protec<ng Our 
Natural Resources

Healthy, Ac<ve 
Communi<es

Engaging the Highland 
Park

Regional Sustainability Fostering Innova<on

Green Building and 
Energy Efficiency ‐ 
PromoYng 
Sustainable Buildings: 
Lake County and 
Beyond

Local, Sustainable 
Foods: From 
Community Gardens 
and Farmers Markets 
to Restaurants, 
Kitchens, and 
Supermarkets, This 
Session Will Provide 
Viewpoints From 
Different Stakeholders 
on the Ways They Are 
Striving to Make 
Local, Sustainable 
Food a Vital Part of 
Their CommuniYes.

Community Engagement 
and Students: Round 
Table Discussion of High 
School Students' Ideas 
and Vision for a 
Sustainable Highland Park 
and Their Role

Energy Efficiency: 
Regional Energy 
Efficiency Program and 
Financing Models  for 
Local CommuniYes

Clean Energy ‐ From 
Electric Vehicles to 
Geothermal: 
IntegraYng Clean Tech 
Into Local 
CommuniYes 

Presenters: 
David Husemoller, 
Lake County Planner; 
Daniel Grove, Lakota 
Group; Nate Kipnis, 
Nathan Kipnis 
Architects 

Moderator: 
Sonya Dagovitz
Presenters:
John Des Rosiers, 
Moderno;Paul 
Quillen, Ravinia 
Farmers Market; 
Geoff Deigan, WRD 
Environmental; 
Richard Cortese, 
Sunset Foods

Moderator: 
Nancy Rotering, City of 
Highland Park; Tom 
Koulentes, D113
Presenters:
D113 Students, TBD

Presenters:
Emily Plagman, CMAP; 
Anna Markowski, CNT; 
Amy Stewart, IFF

Moderator: 
TBD
Presenters:
Eric Heineman, Illinois 
Governor's Office; Kim 
Lundgren, VHB; Don 
McLauchlan, Elara 
Engineering  

Breakout Session Three:

3:45 pm ‐ 
4:45 pm



Partner:
City of Highland Park

Sponsors:
Andrews LeFevre Studios

Conservation Design 
   Forum
CDM
DART
Elara Engineering
GreenChoice Bank

Groot Waste and 
   Recycling Services
I-GO Car Sharing
Lake Street Supply
Libbey Glass
Local Search Association

mc2 Energy Services
Pine Hall Brick
Pizzo & Associates, Ltd.
Unilock
Veolia
Waste Management, Inc.

Official Media Sponsor: 
Natural Awakenings

GreentOwn  
at the MOvieS

For more information, go to greentownconference.com

Filmed over nearly three years, WASTE LAND follows renowned artist Vik Muniz as he journeys from 
his home base in Brooklyn to his native Brazil and the world’s largest garbage dump, Jardim 
Gramacho, located on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro. There he photographs an eclectic band of 
“catadores”—self-designated pickers of recyclable materials. Director Lucy Walker (DEVIL’S 
PLAYGROUND, BLINDSIGHT and COUNTDOWN TO ZERO) and co-directors João Jardim and Karen 
Harley have great access to the entire process and, in the end, offer stirring evidence of the 
transformative power of art and the alchemy of the human spirit. 99 min.

waSte LanD
winner, Best world Cinema Documentary, Sundance Festival

The story of Ursula Sladek and a small group 
of parents who took over the local electric 
grid and started one of Europe’s first 
cooperatively-owned green energy companies. 
5 min.

also Showing:  
the GriD

WEDNESDAy, OCTOBER 17, 7PM
$10 AT THE DOOR / IN ADVANCE AT THEATER
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DiSCUSSiOn tO FOLLOw

Now is the time to create a healthy, sustainable community. Join the City of Highland Park for an experience 
designed to promote sustainability in Highland Park and beyond. Starting on Wednesday, October 17 with a film 
festival and culminating in a conference called GreenTown: The Future of Community, community members and 
business owners can engage to learn, create a dialogue and develop actionable ways to promote healthy living, 
walking and biking, downtown development, arts and culture, waste reduction and more.

renaiSSanCe PLaCe CineMa 
1850 2ND ST., SUITE 110, DOWNTOWN HIGHLAND PARk
(847) 432-7914

Greentown: the Future of Community
Friday, October 19 / art Center / Downtown highland Park



 

 

 

 

 
Half-Day Commercial Food Scrap Collection and Composting Forum 
 

Commercial Food Scrap Collection: A Forum on Best Practices and Strategies for Advancing Programs 
in the Chicago Metro Area  

Date: Thursday, October 18, 2012 
Time: 1:00pm-5:00pm 
Location: Highland Park Art Center, Highland Park, IL 
Target Audience: Food scrap generators, haulers, compost site operators, local governments.  
 
This session is being organized in collaboration with five county governments and waste management 
agencies covering Cook, Northern Cook, DuPage, Kane, and Lake Counties, and will target all 
stakeholders interested in Chicago metro area Commercial Food Scrap Composting. The goals of the 
session are to educate stakeholders (municipal governments, waste management authorities, haulers, 
compost site operators, generators of food scraps, and end users of compost) about best practices from 
well-established programs within and outside of Illinois and to engage Chicago metro area stakeholders 
in discussing barriers and solutions related to key themes including route density, training, equipment, 
contracts, and strategies for increasing the number of food scrap composting programs and participants 
in the four county area. 
 

AGENDA 
 
A. Overview and Introductions - 15 minutes 
-Gary Cuneen, Seven Generations Ahead  
-Mayor Nancy Rotering, City of Highland Park 
-Walter Willis, SWALCO  
 
B. Best Practices Presentations and Discussion – 1 hour  
 
-John Jaimez, Hennepin County, MN  
-Marcie Kress, Summit/Akron Solid Waste Management Authority, Akron, OH 
-Anne Brantley, WasteQuip  
 
BREAK – 15 minutes 
 
 
 
 



C. Chicago Metro Area Issues and Solutions Discussion  
 
1) Panel Presentations from Local Chicago Area Food Scrap Hauling/Composting Stakeholders 
1 hour 30 minutes 
 
PANEL #1 – Overview of Jewel-Osco Food Scrap Composting Program 
John Dunsing, Jewel-Osco; Denise Segal, Waste Management; Ted Krueger, Midwest Organics – 35 
minutes 
 
PANEL #2 - Overview of Northwestern Food Scrap Composting Program 
Julie Cahillane, Northwestern; Bob Pfister, Veolia; Joe Zepeda, NuEarth – 35 minutes 
 
PANEL #3 – Food Scrap Composting Resources Overview  
Julie Schilf, EPA; Nancy Himmelfarb, University of Chicago; Shefali M. Trivedi, DuPage County – 20 
minutes 

 
2) Questions & Answers: Dialogue About the Barriers to Overcome and Solutions to Implement for 
Increasing Commercial Food Scrap Composting in Illinois (will include panelists from all sessions during 
the workshop ) - 45 minutes 
 
Moderator: Dave Van Vooren, SWANNC 
 
Topics to be Addressed: 
 
1. Strategies for building route density  
2. Developing new markets and strategies for end use of compost  
3. Other issues, strategies, and recommendations for advancing commercial food scrap composting in 
Chicago metro area  
 
D. Closing and Next Steps – 15 minutes 
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