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City Council Adopts 2012 Annual Budget 
with 0.00% Property Tax Levy Increase

On November 28, the Mayor and City Council adopted an Or-
dinance approving the 2012 Annual Budget totaling $74.2 mil-
lion.  Th e Proposed Budget was submitted for public comment and 
Council consideration on September 29 by City Manager David 
Limardi.  As recommended in the Proposed Budget, the 2012 
Budget provides for a 0.00% property tax levy increase for next 
year, recommending the use of City fund balance reserves to fi -
nance Library capital improvements in lieu of a proposed property 
tax levy increase.  Details of the Proposed Budget were published 
in the October edition of the Highlander.  Th e Proposed Budget 
remains available for review on the City’s website, as well as all 
PowerPoint presentations for the budget workshops conducted by 
the City Council.  Th e Adopted Budget will be published in Janu-
ary and will be available on the City’s website at that time.

Th e City Council conducted fi ve workshops open to the public 
to review the proposed budget, reaching agreement on outstand-
ing issues at a November 21 meeting following the November 14 
public hearing.  Comments received by the public were considered 
and several revisions were made to the Proposed Budget prior to 
adoption.  One of the signifi cant changes resulted in a more mod-
est adjustment to the sanitary and storm sewer fees than initially 
proposed, with the City Council opting for a fi ve year phase-in 
plan in lieu of the proposed three year phase-in plan necessary to 
adjust fees to cover all costs of sewer operations, including capital 
improvements.  Eff ective January 1, 2012, the adjusted water and 

sewer rates are as follows:

• Water Rate: $1.78 per 100 cubic feet
• Sanitary Sewer Fee: $.70 per 100 cubic feet
• Storm Sewer Fee: $4.50 per month per Impervious Area Unit 
(IAU); $4.50 per month base

Rate adjustments are necessary in the water and sewer funds to 
ensure long-term sustainability of these enterprise funds and to 
maintain the current level of capital infrastructure improvements.  
Th e City’s water and sanitary sewer rates remain among the lowest 
on the north shore.

In lieu of a proposed property tax levy increase by the Library, the 
City Council approved a $1,275,000 transfer from City General 
Fund reserves to support capital improvements at the Library, 
including $300,000 to begin a fi ve-year program for facility im-
provements, $175,000 for improvements to the front and back en-
trances, and $800,000 for a renovation of the adult services wing.  
Th ese improvements are accomplished while maintaining fund 
balance reserves in excess of 35% of annual operating expenditures 
in the General Fund, consistent with the City’s fi nancial and bud-
getary policies.

For more information, please contact Elizabeth Holleb, Finance 
Director, at (847) 926-1021/eholleb@cityhpil.com. 

City Issues Refunding Bonds, Saves Nearly $355,000
Aaa Bond Rating Assigned by Moody’s Investors Service

On November 28, the City Council authorized the issuance of $5,000,000 in general obligation bonds to fi nance sanitary and storm 

sewer improvements in accordance with the City’s Five-Year Capital Improvement Program.  In addition, the City issued $4,600,000 

in general obligation refunding bonds to take advantage of low interest rates and achieve a net present value savings of nearly $355,000.  

In conjunction with these bond issues, Moody’s Investors Service, a national credit rating agency, assigned a Aaa rating to the issues and 

affi  rmed the Aaa rating assigned to all currently outstanding debt of the City.  Th is rating is the highest rating available to municipalities 

and is an independent affi  rmation of the excellence of the City’s fi nancial management.  For more information, please contact Elizabeth 

Holleb, Finance Director, at (847) 926-1021/eholleb@cityhpil.com.

Th is issue of Th e Highlander constitutes a combined edition for December and January. 

Th e next edition will be published on February 15, 2012. 
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Join MLK Jr. Day 
Volunteer Event

Th e City of Highland Park’s Human Rela-
tions Commission and North Shore School 

District 112 are sponsoring the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. volunteer event on Mon-

day, January 16, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m. at the Park District of Highland 

Park’s Recreation Center, 1201 Park Ave-

nue West.  Projects will include assembling 

toiletries for local shelters, writing letters to 

soldiers and decorating book bags for needy 

families.  Donate sample size toiletries and 

children’s books at the Firehouse Youth 

Center, 1830 Green Bay Road, between the 

hours of 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. or bring 

the items on the day of the event.  For more 

information, please contact Cheryl Levi at 
(847) 903-9523/clevi@nssd112.org. 

Holiday Season Reminders
Th e Mayor and Members of the City 
Council wish all Highland Park residents a 

very happy and safe holiday season.  Please 

note that City offi  ces will be closed on 

Monday, December 26, Monday, January 

2, and Monday, January 16, in observance 

of Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, respec-

tively.  Residents are asked to call the Public 

Safety switchboard at (847) 432-7730 if as-

sistance is required.  Also, garbage will not 

be collected on Monday, December 26, and 

Monday, January 2.  Residents with regu-

lar Monday refuse and recycling collection 

will receive service on Tuesday, December 

27, and Tuesday, January 3.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Veolia ES at (847) 
272-4145.  

Electronics Banned from 
Landfi lls Eff ective 

January 1
Th e Illinois Electronic Products Recycling 
and Reuse Act will take eff ect on Janu-
ary 1, 2012.  In accordance with the law, 
it will be illegal for landfi lls to accept elec-
tronics, such as monitors, printers, televi-
sions and computers.  As a reminder, the 
City, in conjunction with the Solid Waste 
Agency of Lake County (SWALCO) hosts 
an electronics recycling drop-off  site at the 
Firearms Training Center, 1180 Half Day 

Road, on Tuesdays and Fridays from 7:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Th e City will also host 
a special electronics recycling event on 
January 7 from 8:00 a.m. to Noon at 1180 
Half Day Road. For more information on 
this legislation, visit www.epa.state.il.us.  
Please note that Waste Management and 
Veolia Environmental Services will no 
longer collect electronics for disposal from 
commercial and residential properties, 
respectively, due to this legislation.

Holiday Tree Drop-Off  
Sites Available

Th e Park District of Highland Park will 
host collection sites for holiday trees from 
December 26 through January 22.  Th e 

sites will be at Larry Fink Park, 701 Deer 

Creek Parkway, and Danny Cunniff  Park, 

2700 Trail Way Street.  Trees should be 

free of decorations, wires or other materi-

als.  For more information, please contact 

Ted Baker, Director of Parks for the Park 

District of Highland Park, at (847) 579-

3130.  Additionally, residents may dispose 

of holiday trees through their primary re-

fuse collection day. Between January 2 and 

January 25, Veolia Environmental Services 

will collect, transport and dispose of trees 

left curbside by all customers.  A sticker is 

not required.  For more information, please 

contact Veolia ES at (847) 272-4145.  

Volunteer Snow Shovel-
ing Program In Eff ect this 

Winter Season
A volunteer snow shoveling program is 
available to assist those who cannot aff ord 
to clear individual sidewalks.  Th e program 
will match those residents unable to aff ord 
sidewalk snow removal with a volunteer 
who will shovel the snow.  Th e homeowner 
will be responsible for providing shovels, 
ice-melting materials, etc.  (Snow blowers 
will not be allowed due to safety issues).  
Th e program will only include sidewalks, 
not driveways.  Eff orts will be made to 
geographically match volunteers with re-
cipients.  Residents interested in volunteer-
ing should contact Highland Park resident 
Alex Gordon at (847) 926-8212.  Residents 
who are interested in determining if they 
qualify for assistance with snow removal 
should contact Don Miner, Manager of 

Youth and Senior Services, (847) 926-
1861/dminer@cityhpil.com.  Volunteers 
and recipients will be required to complete 
liability waivers.  Training will be provided 
for volunteers.  

Enjoy the Winter Season at 
the Downtown Ice Skating 

Rink
Th e Downtown Highland Park Alliance 
is excited to announce the opening of a 
synthetic ice skating rink in Port Clinton 
Square, 600 Central Avenue.  Th e Alliance 
has partnered with NOVA, a local teen 
center, to administer the rink operations.  
Skating hours are Monday through Th urs-
day, 3:15 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., Fridays 3:15 p.m. 
- 10:00 p.m., Saturdays 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 
p.m. and Sundays 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Skating admission is $2; skate rental is also 
available for $2.  For more information, 
contact the Downtown Alliance at (847) 
780-4293 or visit www.downtownhp.com.

CPAH Hosts Aff ordable 
Housing Information 

Sessions 
Community Partners for Aff ordable Hous-
ing (CPAH) is a not-for-profi t organiza-
tion that provides aff ordable housing to 
low and moderate income households that 
live or work in the area.  Th e program helps 
to bridge the gap between the cost of local 
housing and the incomes of people who live 
or work in the community.  Homes are sold 
to income qualifi ed households at 40-60% 
below market value.  To qualify, a house-
hold of four may not have income exceed-
ing $60,000.  Currently, CPAH has two 
(2) single-family 3-bedroom/2-bathroom 
houses available for purchase.  To learn if 
aff ordable housing might be right for you, 
please attend the following information 
sessions:

• January 14, 10:00 a.m.
• January 24, 7:00 p.m.
• February 11, 10:00 a.m.
• February 23, 7:00 p.m.

Information sessions will be held at 400 
Central Avenue, Suite 111.  To register or 
for more information, please contact Amy 
Kaufman at (847) 681-8746/akaufman@
cpahousing.org.  More information is also 

available at www.cpahousing.org.  
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Message from the Mayor
From the start, the City Council and I have prioritized collaboration with our sister governments as 
an immediate goal.  Collaboration helps to reduce costs to residents, enhances services, improves the 
management of our tight resources during these challenging times as well as in the future, and encour-
ages communication.  We all benefi t and to achieve this goal takes time, mutual interest, and analysis 
as well as discussion.  We are on our way! 

Th is month, the City Council held a joint meeting with the Park District Board to discuss our shared 
goals.  We are also planning meetings with the Highland Park Public Library, Township High School 
District 113 and North Shore School District 112 for the same purpose. 

During our joint meeting, the City Council and Park District Board as well as senior staff  members 
brainstormed and discussed the following: 
 • Future use of the Highland Park Country Club (HPCC) and golf needs in Highland Park   
                (do we need two public golf courses?)
 • Other service needs and opportunities (senior and youth services)
 • Storm water management 
 • School district and community athletic facility needs
 • Open land preservation
 • Maintenance and operational responsibilities

We agreed that there are three major areas of potential partnership and prioritized work goals as listed below: 
 1. Th e disposition of the Highland Park Country Club (HPCC), currently owned by the City, but scheduled to be transferred      
                  to the Park District in 2014
 2. Short-term day-to-day operational effi  ciencies
 3. Long-term capital improvement plans 

Th e disposition and future use of the HPCC was put at the top of the list as it will signifi cantly drive much of the Park District’s other 
fi nancial decision-making, specifi cally long-term capital planning. 

A joint HPCC work group was created to: 
 1. Clarify the contractual relationship between the City and the Park District
 2. Begin discussions and develop a working plan concerning the disposition of the HPCC in 2014
 3. Identify future uses including potential collaboration with the School Districts

Th e HPCC Work Group will be comprised of Mayor Pro Tem Steve Mandel, Park District Board Member Cal Bernstein, Park Dis-
trict Board President Scott Meyers, Acting City Manager Patrick Brennan, Park District Executive Director Liza McElroy and me.  
Work Group meetings will be held in January, February and March, with a report back to our respective groups at the end of March.  
All of these meetings will be open to the public and dates will be posted on the City and Park District websites.

We also asked that the short-term day-to-day operational effi  ciencies be analyzed by our administrative teams with further discussions 
planned in the near-term.  Our respective staff s are conversant with these elements and will be able to clearly identify and direct those 
sharing opportunities. 

Th roughout the consideration of the HPCC and short-term effi  ciencies, both governing bodies will be mindful of potential long-term 
partnerships.  In addition, our staff s will research how other cities successfully manage communications between independent govern-
ing bodies within one city so that we can apply best practices as we move forward.

I know the City Council and Park Board members all left our joint meeting energized by our initial discussion and the potential for 
progress that lies ahead. We are eager to work together and fi nd ways to meet the needs of our community as cost-eff ectively as pos-
sible.   We will keep you updated and hope that you will join our discussion!

        Th ank you!

Community News

Follow the City on Facebook and Twitter!
Th e City of Highland Park is excited to announce the launch of the City’s new social media websites.  Residents may now get up-to-
the-minute information from the City via social networking websites, Facebook and Twitter.  Residents may follow the City of Highland 
Park on Facebook and Twitter by clicking the direct links from the City’s home page at www.cityhpil.com.  Interested parties may also 
connect with the City directly from Facebook and Twitter by searching “City of Highland Park, Illinois” on Facebook and “CityHPIL” 
on Twitter.  New users will be asked to create an account before proceeding.  Th e City will use these sites to provide residents, businesses 
and visitors with pertinent Highland Park news and events, including public alerts, press releases and event reminders.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Emily Palm, Assistant to the City Manager, at (847) 926-1004/epalm@cityhpil.com.
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Highland Park Approves First Construction Debris 
Recycling Ordinance in Lake County

Th e City of Highland Park is the fi rst municipality in Lake County to establish a construction debris recycling ordinance, which will 
take eff ect January 1, 2012.  Th is ordinance aims to divert a percentage of construction waste away from landfi lls, thereby supporting the 
City’s long-standing sustainability initiatives.  Th e Highland Park City Council adopted this ordinance on November 14. 

Th e construction debris recycling ordinance was created through the eff orts of several citizen groups, beginning with the Environmental 
Commission (which later merged into the Natural Resources Commission) and concluding with the eff orts of the Construction Debris 
Recycling Working Group, which brought together citizen involvement, construction industry representation, and recycling and refuse 
industry expertise.  Th e result of these eff orts is the fi rst municipal ordinance in Lake County to mandate recycling and construction 
debris diversion from landfi lls, furthering a goal of the Highland Park sustainable community strategic plan.

Th e construction debris recycling ordinance requires 50% of construction debris to be recycled or diverted from landfi ll disposal for proj-
ects for which permit applications are submitted on January 1, 2012, or later and that consist of any one of the following: construction 
of a principal structure, demolition of a principle structure, or renovation and/or addition of 2,500 square feet or more.  For projects for 
which permit applications are submitted on January 1, 2013, or later, the recycling requirement increases to 75% of construction debris.
Other elements of the ordinance include a waste reduction and recycling plan required prior to the issuance of a permit and a compli-
ance report certifying compliance with the requirements of the ordinance.  Penalties for violating the ordinance include $100 for a fi rst 
off ense, $500 for a second off ense and $1,000 for the third and subsequent off enses by the same person regardless if the violations occur 
on the same or diff erent projects.  Applicants seeking exceptions from the ordinance can submit a written request to the City’s Building 
Division for relief that identifi es exceptional or extraordinary circumstances that make compliance impracticable.

Th e full text of the new ordinance will be available after January 1, 2012, as Section 170.041 of the City Code at www.cityhpil.com/
chapter170.  For more information, please contact the Department of Community Development Building Division at (847) 432-0808 
or visit www.cityhpil.com/pressreleases. 

City Adopts Commercial Plastic Bag/Film Recycling Ordinance
On November 28, the City Council approved an ordinance requiring specifi ed business uses greater than 10,000 square feet in Highland 
Park that distribute free single-use plastic bags to consumers at the point of purchase to establish a plastic bag and plastic fi lm recycling 
program.  Beginning January 1, 2012, business uses listed in the “General Retail Sales and Related Service Uses” and “Food Product 
Uses” tables in Article 4 of the Zoning Code (Chapter 150) that are greater than 10,000 square feet in size and provide free single-use 
plastic bags to consumers are required to:

1. Implement a collection program that facilitates the return and recycling of plastic single-use bags and plastic fi lm wrap;
2. Provide one or more clearly-marked plastic bag and plastic fi lm recycling receptacles at indoor public entrances that are easily acces-
sible and visible to consumers;
3. Install and maintain signage that identifi es such receptacles and educates consumers on plastic bag recycling;
4. Arrange for the pick-up, transport, and recycling of plastic single-use bags and plastic fi lm;
5. Make reusable bags available for purchase or use by consumers, as an alternative to plastic bags; and,
6. Maintain records detailing the plastic bag and plastic fi lm wrap recycling eff orts by the retailer for a minimum of three years.

For more information about this ordinance, please contact Barbara Cates in the Planning Division at (847) 926-1611/bcates@cityhpil.
com.

Winter Parking Regulations Eff ective Th rough March 31
A friendly reminder to all Highland Park residents that the “Snow Ordinance” (72.040) is in eff ect through March 31.  Vehicles may not 
be parked in excess of 15 minutes on any public streets between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  Th is is a Citywide ban on parking 
to facilitate snow removal operations when necessary and to decrease occurrences of accidental damage to vehicles parked on the streets 
or in City parking lots. Th is ban applies at all time regardless of snow conditions. Authorized overnight City parking lots are identifi ed on 
the City website at www.cityhpil.com/parking and require a valid overnight parking permit that can be obtained at City Hall, Monday 
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. In the fall of 2008, the City increased related signage at key locations in the City to further inform 
the public about this seasonal parking restriction.  Citations will be issued for violations of this ordinance and the registered owner of 
vehicles in violation of this ordinance will be held accountable. Currently fi nes for this violation are set at $20.  For more information, 
please contact Sergeant Chris O’Neill at (847) 432-7730/coneill@cityhpil.com.  
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City Considers Revisions 
to Sales Tax Rebate 

Guidelines
Sales tax revenues are projected to account for 41% of the 
City’s total General Fund operating revenues in 2012.  
Promoting a healthy sales tax base in Highland Park helps 
to reduce the City’s reliance on property tax revenues for 
operations.  Th e City has previously entered into agree-
ments to share sales tax revenues with local businesses to 
facilitate business attraction and retention.  In 2008, the 
City Council approved a recommendation of the Business 
and Economic Development Commission (BEDC) and 
City Council Finance Committee to amend the sales tax 
rebate guidelines to provide a mechanism whereby during 
periods when City revenues were declining or not meet-
ing budgeted projections, consideration of an application 
could be deferred or postponed.  A sales tax rebate mora-
torium went into eff ect July 1, 2008.

Th e City Council has discussed potential revisions to 
these guidelines and elimination of the sales tax rebate 
moratorium as a local economic stimulus by incentivizing 
the opening or expansion of business in Highland Park, 
while ensuring that the existing sales tax base is retained.  
Proposed revisions to the guidelines have been discussed 
by the City Council on August 22, October 17, October 
24 and November 28.  Th e current proposed amendments 
are available for review on the City’s website at www.
cityhpil.com/fi nancecommittee and interested parties are 
invited to send comments to Jennifer Dotson of the City 
Manager’s Offi  ce at jdotson@cityhpil.com.  Comments 
received will be provided to the City Council for their 
consideration when this matter is again taken up for dis-
cussion in January 2012.  For further information, please 
contact Finance Director Elizabeth Holleb at (847) 926-
1021/eholleb@cityhpil.com.  

On August 10, 2009, the Illinois State Legislature amended the Illinois  
Power Agency Act to allow municipalities to arrange for the provision 
of electricity to residential and small commercial retail customers by 
alternative electric suppliers (instead of ComEd).  Under the new law, 
the City may seek bids for the provision of aggregate electricity supply 
services to these customers, in hopes that the selected rate will be lower 
than the standard rate off ered by ComEd.  Th e legislation contemplates 
an “opt-out” program in which all residential and small commercial retail 
customers would be switched automatically to the alternative supplier, 
unless a customer affi  rmatively opted out of the program and continued 
service through ComEd or another provider.  In order to seek competi-
tive prices for electrical services in one contract, the City needs approval 
from residents through a referendum. 

On September 26, the City Council approved a resolution to authorize 
a referendum on the March 20, 2012, primary election ballot.  Residents 
will be asked if the City should have the authority to seek competitive 
pricing bids for electrical services under a single contract that would in-
clude residents and small businesses. It is hoped that by combining elec-
trical service for all individual customers into a single bid, consumers will 
realize lower electric bills and save money. 

If the referendum is approved, bids will be solicited for the City’s ag-
gregated electricity load. Th ese bid rates would be compared to ComEd’s 
rates and the City would only move forward if the new supplier’s rate is 
favorable. If no savings could be realized the City retains the option of 
continuing to purchase power directly from ComEd. Please note that 
under this program, ComEd would remain the distributor of electricity 
in the City; the selected alternative supplier would merely generate the 
electricity provided and deliver it to ComEd for distribution.

Presently, the City is also working with other municipalities to allow for 
even greater buying power. For more information, please contact Emily 
Palm, Assistant to the City Manager, at (847) 926-1004/epalm@cityhpil.
com. 

Alternative Electric Supply Services 
Pursued; Referendum Question 

on March 20, 2012, ballot

Veolia Rate Adjustment to Occur January 1
Eff ective January 1, 2012, rates for residential collection services provided by Veolia ES will be adjusted. Th e new service rates are as 
follows:
• Sticker Price: $2.42/sticker
• Base Service Fee (BSF):$5.16/month
Backdoor Convenience Fee (BCF): $15.47/month
Collection Options
• Curbside Collection – Volume: $5.16/month (BSF)
• Curbside Collection – Subscription
 Once Per Week: $19.55/month + $5.16/month (BSF)
 Twice Per Week: $39.10/month + $5.16/month (BSF)
• Backdoor Collection – Volume: $15.47/month (BCF) + $5.16/month (BSF)
• Backdoor Collection – Subscription
 Once Per Week: $19.55/month + $15.47/month (BCF) + $5.16/month (BSF)
 Twice Per Week: $39.10/month+$15.47/month (BCF) + $5.16/month (BSF)
• Landscape Season Collection: $222.70

Rate adjustments are reviewed annually based upon the Consumer Price Index and made in accordance with the terms of the Resi-
dential Refuse and Recycling Agreement.  For more information, please contact Brian Bourdeau in the City Manager’s Offi  ce at (847) 
926-1043/bbourdeau@cityhpil.com. 
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Community Calendar
City Meetings Library Programs

Cultural Arts Events
Share My Kingdom  Th e Art Center 

Th rough Dec. 23  1957 Sheridan Road 

Call for Information  (847) 432-1888 

MYA Concert   Northbrook Court Mall   

December 17 2171 Northbrook Court

2:30 p.m. & 3:30 p.m.  (847) 926-9898

Art is Alive Exhibition  Th e Art Center 

Jan. 6 - Jan. 30   1957 Sheridan Road 

Free    (847) 432-1888 

HP Poetry Open Mic  Th e Art Center  

January 13    1957 Sheridan Road

8:00 p.m.; Free    (847) 926-1006

MYA Chicago Bass Festival Ravinia Festival

February 5   200 Ravinia Park Road 

All Day Event; Call for Info (847) 926-9898

HP Poetry Open Mic  Th e Art Center  

February 10    1957 Sheridan Road

8:00 p.m.; Free    (847) 926-1006 

HP Strings Annual Benefi t Bennett Gordon Hall   

February 12    200 Ravinia Park Road 

3:00 p.m. ; $40   (847) 831-3622

Pippin    Th e Music Th eatre Co.

March 22 - May 6  1850 Green Bay Road

Call for Information   (847) 579-4900  

Th e Highland Park Public Library presents free literacy and cul-
tural programs. Registration for certain programs may be required 
as noted. Th e Library is located at 494 Laurel Avenue. For more 
information, call (847) 432-0216 or visit www.hplibrary.org.  Th e 
Library will close at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 24, and Sat-
urday, December 31, and will be closed on Sunday, December 25, 
Monday, December 26, Sunday, January 1, and Monday, January 2.

Drop-In Chess, Saturdays, December 17, January 7-February 4, 
10:30 a.m.- Noon, Grades K-9.  Every level of play is welcome.  
Experienced players will be available and instructional opportuni-
ties may be available.  Boards and sets will be provided.

Meet Th e Author:  Jonathan Gruber, Health Care Reform:  What 
It Is, Why It’s Necessary, How It Works, Th ursday, January 5, 7:00 
p.m.  Health care expert and award-winning economist Jonathan 
Gruber, a consultant to presidential campaigns, discusses his book, 
which is presented in comic book form.  Books will be for sale and 
the event will conclude with a book signing.

U.S.-China Relations, Wednesday, January 11, 10:30 a.m.  Re-
lations between the U.S. and China will dominate international 
politics in the 21st century. Jim Marquardt, Associate Professor of 
Politics, Lake Forest College, discusses the issues that are defi ning 
this crucial relationship.  Presented with the Highland Park Senior 
Center.  Sponsored by Highland Park Nursing and Rehab.

Senior Resources, Tuesday, January 10, 10:00 a.m.- Noon.  Meet 
with a Senior Resource specialist from CJE for one-on-one guid-
ance.  Find information, assistance and advocacy on issues impor-
tant to seniors.  For more information, call (773) 508-1072.

Miss Deena’s Storytimes.  Winter storytime sessions with Miss 
Deena, designed to foster pre-reading skills for newborns to six-
year-olds, begin in January.  Register now at www.kidsevents.org.

Th e public is invited to attend City meetings, which take place at 

City Hall, 1707 St. Johns Avenue, unless otherwise noted.  Dates 

and times are subject to change.  Call (847) 432-0800 for further 

details.

Tues., Jan. 3 Plan Commission  7:30 p.m.

Wed., Jan. 4 Housing Commission  6:30 p.m.

  Design Review Commission 7:00 p.m.

Th urs., Jan. 5 Human Relations Commission 6:30 p.m.

  Zoning Board of Appeals  7:30 p.m.

Mon., Jan. 9 Finance Committee  3:30 p.m.

  Committee of the Whole  4:30 p.m.

  City Council   7:30 p.m.

Tues., Jan. 10 Cultural Arts Commission 7:00 p.m.

Wed., Jan. 11 Natural Resources Commission 6:30 p.m.

Th urs., Jan. 12 Historic Preservation  7:30 p.m.

Tues., Jan. 17 Parking Commission  3:45 p.m.

  Economic Development   6:00 p.m.

  Plan Commission  7:30 p.m.

Th urs., Jan. 19 Zoning Board of Appeals  7:30 p.m.

Mon., Jan. 23 Committee of the Whole  4:30 p.m.

  City Council Meeting  7:30 p.m.

Wed., Jan. 25 Transportation Commission 6:30 p.m. 

Wed., Feb. 1 Housing Commission  6:30 p.m.
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Youth & Senior Services

Register now for winter/spring programs at Th e Fire-
house Youth Center.  All students grades 6-8 living in 
Highland Park or attending a Highland Park school 
are eligible.  Early registration is encouraged as space 
is limited.  Register via telephone by calling (847) 433-
3090 with a credit card or in person with cash, check 
or credit card.

After 3 at Th e 
Firehouse was 
designed to 
serve the grow-
ing needs of 
working fami-
lies with chil-
dren in middle 
school. After 
3 at Th e Fire-
house provides 
professional 

staff  who of-
fer your child enriching activities that can develop their potential, 
build their confi dence and help them with their schoolwork.  Make 
the most out of your child’s after-school time.  Transportation is 
also available from all three middle schools to Th e Firehouse in a 
14-passenger bus and 7-passenger van.  Register to fi t the needs of 
your family, whether it be one day a week or fi ve.  Once registered, 
your child will have a seat reserved for the days you wish.

Days per week  Fee w/out Transportation Fee w/ Transportation
1 Day   $40    $80
2 Days   $80    $160
3 Days   $120    $240
4 Days   $160    $320
5 Days   $200    $400

Don’t forget that with a basic membership, your child may also 
come to Th e Firehouse without being enrolled in the After 3 pro-
gram to enjoy the many games and activities, to socialize, as well as 
participate in community service activities.  Th e City invites all 
residents to visit the Firehouse Youth Center, 1830 Green 
Bay Road, for a tour.  For more information, contact Don 
Miner, Manager of Youth and Senior Services, at (847) 
433-3090/dminer@cityhpil.com.

Th is is a great time to visit the Highland Park Se-
nior Center to see what programs are off ered.  Join 
the 1,600 members who have found the Senior Center 
a great place to spend their leisure time.  Targeting a 
population of 50 and older, the Highland Park Senior 
Center boasts:

• Special events including luncheons, music concerts 
and restaurant outings
• Day excursions to plays, museum exhibits and tourist 
destinations
• Lifelong learning through a variety of educational 
opportunities  
• Fitness classes like ‘Sit and be Fit’ and low-impact 
dance aerobics
• Art studio featuring classes in drawing and painting, 
photography and ceramics
• General classes such as bridge, canasta, Spanish and 
computers
• Social service support groups for family caregivers, 
older adults with adult dependent children, and resi-
dents experiencing grief from a recent loss
• Resources and information for older adults and their 
families such as alternative housing options, home care 
referrals, and medical equipment loans
• Volunteer and job referrals throughout the commu-
nity
• Intergenerational and community service opportuni-
ties for youth

Professional staff  is available to help you determine 
how the Senior Center may best suit your needs.  For 
more information, please view the Shorelines newslet-
ter at www.cityhpil.com/newsletters. 

Valentine’s Day Luncheon and Concert
Highland Park Country Club

Tuesday, February 14, Noon - 2:30 p.m.
 Fee: $20/$30

Enjoy a delicious lunch and fabulous entertainment 
with loved ones and friends.  Lunch features French 
onion soup, your choice of London broil or grilled 
salmon, roasted potatoes, grilled asparagus and white 
chocolate mousse cake for dessert.  Following lunch, 
enjoy the sweet sounds of Th e Savoy Trio, who will 
perform their program entitled Love is in the Air, fea-
turing popular love songs throughout time.  Sponsored 
by Home Instead Senior Care

Youth Services
Serving youth in grades 6-8

1830 Green Bay Road   (847) 433-3090

Th e Firehouse School Year Hours:
Monday - Friday, 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Senior Services
Serving adults over 50

54 Laurel Avenue   (847) 432-4110
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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Winter driving can be unsafe, especially on slick roads coupled 

with low visibility.  Vehicles should be maintained, especially 

during the winter.  To minimize the possibility of a breakdown, 

motorists should have a technician inspect vehicles, including 

the battery, antifreeze, tires, wipers, ignition system, thermostat, 

hazard lights, heater and brakes.  Th e Highland Park Police De-

partment off ers these additional suggestions for safe travel:

• Drive with headlights on and do not use bright lights during 

a snowstorm;

• Keep the gas tank full;

• Drive slower and increase the distance between your car and 

the vehicle in front of you;

• If pavement is snow or ice covered, accelerate slowly and brake 

gently;

• If the vehicle slides on pavement, ease off  the gas pedal or 

brake and steer into the direction of the skid.

Vehicles should be equipped with a winter emergency kit, in-

cluding jumper cables, windshield washer fl uid, a shovel, salt, cat 

box litter or sand, blankets and extra clothing, non-perishable 

food and water, a fl ashlight, fl ares or roadway refl ectors, and 

a fi rst aid kit. If stranded, wait for assistance from emergency 

service providers.  Current road condition reports are available 

for Illinois interstate and freeway systems by calling 1-800-452-

IDOT.  Th is information is updated every two hours during a 

storm.  For more information, please contact Sergeant Chris 

O’Neill at (847) 432-7730/coneill@cityhpil.com.

As a reminder, it is a violation of City Code to remove snow from 
one parcel of property and to deposit it onto another parcel (in-
cluding the adjacent public parkway) without the consent of the 
property owner.  When snow is plowed from private property and 
deposited onto public streets it creates a traffi  c hazard.  Deposit-
ing snow on private property or in the public right-of-way across 
from the property being cleared of snow can damage property, 
create a nuisance, and hamper sight lines from adjacent proper-
ties.  A violation may subject the snow removal company and 
originating property owner to a fi ne up to $200. 

It has been a common practice for many snow removal compa-
nies to push snow from one property, across public streets, and 
onto the parkway on the opposing side of the street.  Th is process 
often leaves ridges of snow on previously cleared streets that cre-
ate traffi  c hazards.  Th e deposited snow is often a nuisance to the 
“receiving” property owner because of potential property damage 
and reduced sight lines from their driveways.  Th e Code does 
provide an exemption that allows for plow operators to deposit 
snow on the City parkway that is located immediately adjacent 
to and on the same side of street as the property from which 
the snow is being removed.  Snow plow operators observed im-
properly depositing snow in violation of the ordinance will be 
cited; however, residents should be aware that they are ultimately 
responsible for compliance with this ordinance and may also be 
cited.  For more information regarding the City Snow Remov-
al Ordinance or to report a complaint, please contact Sergeant 
Chris O’Neill at (847) 432-7730/coneill@cityhpil.com.

Residents Reminded of Winter Vehicular Safety, ‘Snow Ordinance’
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