PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with the statutes of the State of Illinois and the ordinances of the City of Highland Park, a
Regular Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to
be held at the hour of 7:30 p.m., Thursday, October 13, 2011, at Highland Park City Hall, 1707 St. Johns
Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois, during which meeting there will be a discussion of the following:

City of Highland Park
Historic Preservation Commission
Thursday, October 13, 2011
1707 St. Johns Avenue, City Hall
7:30 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

I.  Call to Order

I1.  Roll Call

I1l.  Approval of Minutes
A. September 8, 2011

IV. Scheduled Business

A. Determination of Significance
1. 980 Park Avenue

V. Discussion Items
A. Hazel Ravine Drive Walking Tour Brochure
B. 2012 Historic Preservation Awards
1. Finalize a Date for Ceremony
2. Lifetime Recognition Award
3. Certificate of Recognition / Appreciation
C. Historical Society Discussion

V1. Business From the Public
VI1I. Other Business
A. Next meeting scheduled for November 10, 2011

VIII.Adjournment



City of Highland Park
Historic Preservation Commission
Minutes of September 8, 2011
7:30 p.m.

Call to Order

Chairwoman Sogin called to order the Regular Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission at
7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Pre-Session Room at 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland Park, IL.

. Roll Call
Members Present: Sogin, Fradin, Temkin, Curran, Becker
Members Absent: Rotholz, Bramson
City Staff Present: Cross
Others Present: AJ Chalom

Scheduled Business

A. Approval of Minutes

Chairwoman Sogin asked for approval of the minutes of the August 11, 2011 HPC Meeting.
Commissioner Fradin made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Commissioner Curran

seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a unanimous vote (5-0)

B. Determination of Significance — 980 Park Avenue

o No representatives for this application were in attendance when the meeting began, so

discussion was delayed to allow time for the petitioners to arrive at the meeting.
Discussion Item

Hazel Ravine Drive Walking Tour:

Staff indicated that work is underway on updating the brochure design for the second walking tour.
Chairwoman Sogin stated that the recording of the narratives is tentatively scheduled for mid-

October. Commissioner Temkin submitted her narrative for 511 Ravine Drive.

Historic District Discussion

Chairwoman Sogin indicated she had spoken with several historic homeowners in the Lake /
Laurel area. A time had been arranged to have an informal discussion with the owners, but several
neighbors had reached out with negative comments about a potential district. To encourage an
open dialog, the idea was presented to have a discussion with the public at an upcoming HPC
meeting. The process, requirements, and benefits of a district could be explained to the public at

that time.

2012 HPC Workplan
Staff presented the workplan for 2012. The Commission’s budget goals are:
e Publishing two historic articles in the Highlander Newsletter

Historic Preservation Commission Minutes

Regular Meeting
September 8, 2011

Page 1 of 2



e Hosting an informational luncheon or seminar about the benefits of historic preservation,
landmarking, and historic districts.
e Facilitating another awards program in 2012.

e Motion to approve the 2012 workplan: Commissioner Temkin
e Second: Commissioner Curran
e Vote: 5-0 Motion passes

2011 HPC Awards

Staff indicated that no nominations had been submitted as yet. Staff raised the idea of awarding
certificates of recognition to recent projects of note if no historical nominations were submitted.
The Commission was responsive to the idea, and Commissioner Fradin suggested including an
Achievement Award for local residents who have made an impact in local historical preservation
over the years.

B. Determination of Significance — 980 Park Avenue

Discussion began at 8:05 pm. Staff summarized the demolition application, indicating that the
house is appearing before the Commission as a matter of policy because it does not appear in any
of the City’s Architectural Surveys. The house was originally located at 710 Central Avenue, but
was relocated to the current address in 1953. It was located across from what is now Sunset
Foods. Chairwoman Sogin shared her suspicion that the house was likely constructed in the late
19" Century and was part of the affordable housing stock that was common on the west side of the
railroad tracks in early Highland Park.

No petitioners were available to answer further gquestions about the condition of the house and
history of the current ownership. The Historic Preservation Commission indicated that further
information would be preferable before rendering a determination of significance on 980 Park.

e Motion to continue the determination of significance for 980 Park until the Historic
Preservation Commission Meeting on October 13, 2011: Commissioner Curran.
e Second: Commissioner Temkin
Vote: 5-0 Motion passes.
V. Adjournment

Chairwoman Sogin adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm.

Historic Preservation Commission Minutes Page 2 of 2
Regular Meeting
September 8, 2011



MEMORANDUM

Date: October 13, 2011

To: Historic Preservation Commission

From: Andy Cross, Staff Liaison to the Historic Preservation Commission
Subject: 980 Park Avenue Demolition Review

Wolters
Field

A demolition application has been submitted for the house at 980 Park Avenue. The
property does not appear in any of the City’s historical surveys, so the demolition has
been brought before the Historic Preservation Commission for a review.

This petition appeared on the agenda for the previous HPC meeting on September 8", but
the applicant was not present at the meeting to represent the application or answer
questions. The Commission tabled the discussion and continued the petition to the
October 13" agenda.




The 828 square-foot house was located at the current address in 1953. The structure was
originally built at 710 Central Avenue, but was moved when that area began converting
to heavier commercial use. A 1953 building permit was issued for a new concrete and
block basement, a new heating system, and the relocation for the house at 980 Park
Avenue. The house’s original date of construction is unknown. The property currently
has an assessed value of $92,000.

The house has not been occupied since late winter of 2010, and it is currently undergoing
Code Enforcement proceedings with the City’s Community Development Division.
According to the Enforcement Officer, complaints stretch back a few years. The most
recent violations are concerning a broken water pipe in the interior that resulted in a
significant amount of damage. The water service to the house has not been repaired, so
the house is considered uninhabitable at this time.

Landmark Criteria
Below are the landmark criteria as outlined in Chapter 24, “Historic Preservation”:

1) It demonstrates character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or
cultural characteristics of the City, county, state, or country.

2) Itis the site of a significant local, county, state, or national event.

3) It is associated with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
development of the City, County, State, or Country.

4) 1t embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural and/or landscape style
valuable for the study of a specific time period, type, method of construction, or use
of indigenous materials.

5) It is identifiable as the work of a notable builder, designer, architect, artist, or
landscape architect whose individual work has influenced the development of the
City.

6) It embodies, overall, elements of design, details, materials, and/or craftsmanship that
renders it architecturally, visually, aesthetically, and/or culturally significant and/or
innovative.

7) It has a unique location or it possesses or exhibits singular physical and/or aesthetic
characteristics that make it an established or familiar visual feature.

8) It is a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure or group of such
structures, including, but not limited to farmhouses, gas stations or other commercial
structures, with a high level of integrity and/or architectural, cultural, historical,
and/or community significance.

9) It possesses or exhibits significant historical and/or archaeological qualities.



Attachments:
» Site Photographs
» Building Permits from the 1953 relocation of the house
























