
PUBLIC NOTICE 

In accordance with the statutes of the State of Illinois and the ordinances of the City of Highland Park, 
a Special Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to 
be held at the hour of 7:30 PM on Thursday, May 26, 2016, at Highland Park City Hall, 1707 St. Johns 
Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois, during which meeting there will be a discussion of the following: 

City of Highland Park 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 
1707 St. Johns Avenue, City Hall 

7:30 p.m. 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call

III. Scheduled Business

A. Certificate of Appropriateness 

• Stupey Cabin -494 Laurel Avenue

IV. Adjournment



494 Laurel Avenue 
Stupey Cabin 

Highland Park Building Company House 
 

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness  
 

 
 
TO:  The Historic Preservation Commission 
DATE: May 26, 2016 
FROM: Nusrat Jahan, Planner  
SUBJECT: Removal of the Brick Driveway and a Detached Garage 
 
 
 
PETITIONERS / 
OWNERS: 
Highland Park Historical 
Society 
 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 
East Side of St. Johns Between 
Hazel and Laurel 

STRUCTURE 
Style: Log Cabin 
Built: 1847 
 

   
HISTORIC STATUS: 
Local Landmark (1985) 
 
 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: 
Stupey Family 

BACKGROUND OF THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY 
The Stupey Cabin was built in 1847 by Mr. 
Stupey at the location now known as Exmoor 
Country Club. The Highland Park Historical 
Society took the ownership of the cabin in 
1968, restored the cabin, and relocated it to its 
current location between City Hall and the 
Highland Park Public Library, on the East Side 
of St. Johns Avenue between Hazel Avenue 
and Laurel Avenue. 
 
The Stupey Cabin is the oldest standing 
structure in Highland Park. It was designated 
as a local landmark in 1985 and has served as 
a local museum for many years.  
 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL 
The Board of the Highland Park Historical Society has applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness in order to 
restore the Stupey Cabin. The proposed work includes the reinstallation of the floor rafter, which will make the 
existing cabin a few feet taller, and the addition of a new front porch. 
 
The Highland Park Historical Society is proposing to restore the Stupey cabin so it will represent the original 
design with a front porch. In the application materials, the applicant stated that the old floor was already rotted 

Site Photo - Stupey Cabin 



out in approximately the 1890s.  The Historical Society wanted to reinstall the floor during the last restoration 
of the Stupey Cabin in 1968, but due to lack of funding the work was never completed. Based on the Historical 
Society’s research, the original log cabin had a front porch supported by posts, and the proposed restoration 
currently includes the addition of a new porch to match the original design. The proposed improvements will 
make the Stupey Cabin approximately 16 inches taller and the roof extension for the proposed porch will be 
supported by posts.  
    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
POLICY 
The Stupey Cabin is a Regulated Structure due to its status as a Local Landmark.  The restoration and 
construction of the front porch is subject to review by the Historic Preservation Commission due to the 
potential impact it may have on the regulated historic structure.  
 
STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 
The following are the Standards for Certificates of Appropriateness as listed in Section 24.030(D) of the City 
Code. Based on the scope of the proposed improvements, not all of the standards may apply. 
 
(1) Height.  The height of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be 
visually compatible with properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visibly related.  

• The Stupey Cabin is located on a relatively large parcel owned by the Park District of Highland Park. The structure is 
set back relatively far from the public right of way and is visible from St. Johns Avenue, In addition to the Stupey Cabin, 
there are other destinations of public interest in the immediate area, including the Library, City Hall, and the Memorial 
Rose Garden. Though the proposed structure will be approximately 16” taller than its present height, the scale of the 
proposed improvements are not likely to affect the visual compatibility of the Cabin with the surrounding properties.  

(2) Proportion of front facade.  The relationship of the width to the height of the front elevation of a 
Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with 
properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visually related.  

• The existing roof will be extended in order to incorporate a new porch into the front façade of the Cabin. The addition of 
the porch will more closely match the original design as compared to its present condition.  

Old Photograph - Stupey Cabin 

    

Proposed Elevation - Stupey Cabin 
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(3) Proportion of openings.  The relationship of the width to height of windows and doors of a Landmark, 
Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with properties, 
structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which the building is visually related.  

• The applicant is proposing to replace the deteriorated Cabin door and windows. No new openings have been proposed for 
this project. 

(4) Rhythm of solids to voids in front facades.  The relationship of solids to voids in the front facade of a 
Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with 
properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visually related.  

• The applicant is not proposing to change or add new doors or windows in front facade. The proposed over hanged porch 
will modify the front façade but it will more closely match the original historic design.  

 (5) Rhythm of spacing and structures on streets.  The relationship of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or 
a Contributing Regulated Structure or object to the open space between it and adjoining structures or objects 
shall be visually compatible with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is 
visually related.  

• The Stupey Cabin is a unique structure in Highland Park, serves as a local museum, and is one of several points of 
public interest in its immediate area. In that regard, it has a unique relationship with the surrounding structures and 
properties, which will not be changed by the proposed improvements. 

 (6) Rhythm of entrance porches, storefront recesses and other projections.  The relationship of entrances 
and other projections of the proposed new Structure to sidewalks shall be visually compatible with the 
properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visually related.  

• A new porch will be constructed on the front façade of the cabin to match the original design of 1847. 

 (7) Relationship of materials and texture.  The relationship of the materials and texture of the façade of a 
Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with the 
predominant materials used in the structures to which it is visually. 

• The applicant has stated that the rotted logs will be replaced with new logs. However, more information and further 
discussion may be needed to determine whether the new logs will match or be visually compatible with the existing logs.  

(8) Roof shapes.  The roof shape of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure 
shall be visually compatible with the structures to which it is visually related.  

• The roof line will change as a result of the proposed porch addition, though it will better match the original Cabin design. 

 (9) Walls of continuity.  Facades and Property and site structures, such as masonry walls, fences, and 
landscape masses, shall, when it is a characteristic of the area, form cohesive walls of enclosure along a street, 
to ensure visual compatibility with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which 
such elements are visually related.  

• The Stupey Cabin is a unique structure in Highland Park and as a result, this standard may not apply. 

 (10) Scale of a structure.  The size and mass of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated 
Structure in relation to open spaces, windows, door openings, porches, adjacent structures, and balconies shall 
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be visually compatible with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which they are 
visually related.  

• The applicant is proposing to restore the Stupey Cabin so it will represent the original design with a front porch. Though 
it will be 16 inches taller than the current structure, the scale of the structure will not change significantly. 

11) Directional expression of front elevation.  A Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated 
Structure shall be visually compatible with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to 
which it is visually related in its directional character, whether this be vertical character, horizontal character, or 
non-directional character.  

• The Stupey Cabin is a unique structure in Highland Park which was oriented to face St. Johns Avenue when it was 
relocated. The proposed improvements will not change the directional expression of the front elevation, and as a result, 
this standard may not apply.  

 (12) Destruction or alteration of the historic features.  The distinguishing historic qualities or character of 
a Landmark Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure and its environment shall not be 
destroyed.  The Alteration of any historic or material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided 
when possible.  

• The Historical Society’s research identified that the original log cabin had a front porch supported by posts. The applicant 
is proposing to restore the Stupey Cabin so it will more closely match the original historic design.   

 (13) Archaeological and natural resources.  Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve 
archaeological and natural resources affected by, or adjacent to any project.  

 (14) Architectural Compatibility.  In considering new construction, the Commission shall not impose a 
requirement for the use of a single architectural style or period, though it may impose a requirement for 
compatibility.  

 (15) Use compatibility.  Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a Regulated 
Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure that requires minimal alteration of the Regulated Structure or a 
Contributing Regulated Structure and its environment, or to use a Regulated Structure or Contributing 
Regulated Structure for its originally intended purpose.  

(16) Maintenance of Time Period Appearance.  All Regulated Structures or Contributing Regulated 
Structures shall be recognized as products of their own time and so alterations that have no historical basis and 
which seek to create an earlier appearance than is properly attributable to the particular Regulated Structure or 
Contributing Regulated Structure that is being altered shall be discouraged.  However, contemporary design for 
Alterations and additions to Regulated Structures or Contributing Regulated Structures shall not be discouraged 
when such Alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural, visual, aesthetic, 
archaeological or cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and 
character of the Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure, neighborhood or environment.  

• The applicant is proposing to restore the Stupey Cabin by adding a porch and increasing the height by approximately 16 
inches. Not only will this increase the longevity of the historic structure, but it will also better reflect the original design. 
This restoration will be a more accurate representation of the original time period and the pioneer life.    

(17) Significance of changes made in the course of time.  Changes that may have taken place in the course 
of time are evidence of the history and development of Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure 
and their environments.  These changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and this significance 
shall be recognized and respected. 
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• The changes that have occurred to the Stupey Cabin between since its construction at its original location have come about 
due to its relocation and deterioration/practical restoration activities. The Commission may wish to discuss whether any 
of the changes that have occurred have become significant, though the proposed improvements will make the Cabin more 
closely match its original design.  

(18) Sensitivity to distinct features.  Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship or 
artistry, which characterize a Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure, shall be treated with 
sensitivity.  

• The Historical Society’s research identified that the original log cabin had a front porch supported by posts. The proposed 
restorations are to match the original log cabin. 

 (19) Repair to deteriorated features.  Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than 
replaced, wherever possible.  In the event replacement is necessary, the new material need not be identical to 
but should match the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and other visual qualities.  
Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of features, 
substantiated by historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of 
different architectural elements from other buildings or structures;  

• The Historical Society’s research identified that the original log cabin had an overhanging roof supported by posts as part 
of the front façade. The applicant is proposing to repair the deteriorated features and restore the Stupey Cabin so it will 
better represent the original design. 

(20) Surface cleaning.  The surface cleaning of the Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure 
shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible.  Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage 
the historically, visually, aesthetically, culturally or archaeologically significant materials used in such Landmark, 
Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall not be undertaken;  

• The applicant did not explain the process of surface cleaning in the application and will be able to explain the restoration 
methods in the HPC meeting. 

 (21) Wherever possible, additions or Alterations to a Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure 
shall be done in such manner that if such additions or Alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential 
form and integrity of the Landmark, Regulated Structure, or Contributing Regulated Structure would not be 
impaired. 

• The applicant did not address potential additions or the removal of alterations within the application materials, though 
they may be able to discuss this during the HPC meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission discuss the proposed Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the restoration of the Stupey Cabin and determine whether the standards listed above are 
satisfied.  The Commission may approve the COA (with or without conditions) or render a denial.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
• Project Application  
• Photographs of the existing Log Cabin 
• Old Survey   
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• Drawings of the proposed elevations 
• New Paper Articles- 1968 
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Rendering of Proposed Cabin 

Existing Stupey Cabin 
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