PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with the statutes of the State of Illinois and the ordinances of the City of Highland Park,
a Special Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to
be held at the hour of 7:30 PM on Thursday, May 26, 2016, at Highland Park City Hall, 1707 St. Johns
Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois, during which meeting there will be a discussion of the following:

City of Highland Park
Historic Preservation Commission
Thursday, May 26, 2016
1707 St. Johns Avenue, City Hall
7:30 p.m.

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA

l. Call to Order
1. Roll Call
I, Scheduled Business

A. Certificate of Appropriateness

e Stupey Cabin -494 Laurel Avenue

1IV.  Adjournment



494 Laurel Avenue

Stupey Cabin

Highland Park Building Company House

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

TO: The Historic Preservation Commission
DATE: May 26, 2016
FROM: Nusrat Jahan, Planner

SUBJECT: Removal of the Brick Driveway and a Detached Garage

PETITIONERS / PROPERTY LOCATION: STRUCTURE

OWNERS: East Side of St. Johns Between  Style: Log Cabin

Highland Park Historical Hazel and Laurel Built: 1847

Society

HISTORIC STATUS: ARCHITECT /BUILDER:
Local Landmark (1985) Stupey Family

BACKGROUND OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY

The Stupey Cabin was built in 1847 by M.
Stupey at the location now known as Exmoor
Country Club. The Highland Park Historical
Society took the ownership of the cabin in
1968, restored the cabin, and relocated it to its
current location between City Hall and the
Highland Park Public Library, on the East Side
of St. Johns Avenue between Hazel Avenue
and Laurel Avenue.

The Stupey Cabin is the oldest standing
structure in Highland Park. It was designated
as a local landmark in 1985 and has served as
a local museum for many years.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL

Site Photo - Stupey Cabin

The Boatd of the Highland Park Historical Society has applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness in order to
restore the Stupey Cabin. The proposed work includes the reinstallation of the floor rafter, which will make the
existing cabin a few feet taller, and the addition of a new front porch.

The Highland Park Historical Society is proposing to restore the Stupey cabin so it will represent the original
design with a front porch. In the application materials, the applicant stated that the old floor was already rotted



out in approximately the 1890s. The Historical Society wanted to reinstall the floor during the last restoration
of the Stupey Cabin in 1968, but due to lack of funding the work was never completed. Based on the Historical
Society’s research, the original log cabin had a front porch supported by posts, and the proposed restoration
currently includes the addition of a new porch to match the original design. The proposed improvements will
make the Stupey Cabin approximately 16 inches taller and the roof extension for the proposed porch will be
supported by posts.

Old Photograph - Stupey Cabin Proposed Elevation - Stupey Cabin

POLICY

The Stupey Cabin is a Regulated Structure due to its status as a Local Landmark. The restoration and
construction of the front porch is subject to review by the Historic Preservation Commission due to the
potential impact it may have on the regulated historic structure.

STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
The following are the Standards for Certificates of Appropriateness as listed in Section 24.030(D) of the City
Code. Based on the scope of the proposed improvements, not all of the standards may apply.

(1) Height. The height of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be
visually compatible with properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visibly related.

o The Stupey Cabin is located on a relatively large parcel owned by the Park District of Highland Park. The structure is
set back relatively far from the public right of way and is visible from St. Johns Avenne, In addition to the Stupey Cabin,
there are other destinations of public interest in the immediate area, including the Library, City Hall, and the Memorial
Rose Garden. Though the proposed structure will be approximately 16” taller than its present height, the scale of the
proposed improvements are not likely to affect the visual compatibility of the Cabin with the surrounding properties.

(2) Proportion of front facade. The relationship of the width to the height of the front elevation of a
Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with
properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visually related.

o The existing roof will be extended in order to incorporate a new porch into the front fagade of the Cabin. The addition of
the porch will more closely match the original design as compared to its present condition.
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(3) Proportion of openings. The relationship of the width to height of windows and doors of a Landmark,
Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with properties,
structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which the building is visually related.

o The applicant is proposing to replace the deteriorated Cabin door and windows. No new openings have been proposed for
this project.

(4) Rhythm of solids to voids in front facades. The relationship of solids to voids in the front facade of a
Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with
properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visually related.

o The applicant is not proposing to change or add new doors or windows in front facade. The proposed over hanged porch
will modify the front fagade but it will more closely match the original bistoric design.

(5) Rhythm of spacing and structures on streets. The relationship of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or
a Contributing Regulated Structure or object to the open space between it and adjoining structures or objects
shall be visually compatible with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is
visually related.

o The Stupey Cabin is a unique structure in Highland Park, serves as a local musenm, and is one of several points of
public interest in its immediate area. In that regard, it has a unique relationship with the surrounding structures and
properties, which will not be changed by the proposed improvements.

(6) Rhythm of entrance porches, storefront recesses and other projections. The relationship of entrances
and other projections of the proposed new Structure to sidewalks shall be visually compatible with the
properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visually related.

o A new porch will be constructed on the front fagade of the cabin to match the original design of 1847.

(7) Relationship of materials and texture. The relationship of the materials and texture of the facade of a
Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall be visually compatible with the
predominant materials used in the structures to which it is visually.

o The applicant has stated that the rotted logs will be replaced with new logs. However, more information and further
discussion may be needed to determine whether the new logs will match or be visually compatible with the existing logs.

(8) Roof shapes. The roof shape of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure
shall be visually compatible with the structures to which it is visually related.

o The roof line will change as a result of the proposed porch addition, though it will better match the original Cabin design.

(9) Walls of continuity. Facades and Property and site structures, such as masonry walls, fences, and
landscape masses, shall, when it is a characteristic of the area, form cohesive walls of enclosure along a street,
to ensure visual compatibility with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which
such elements are visually related.

o The Stupey Cabin is a unique structure in Highland Park and as a result, this standard may not apply.

(10) Scale of a structure. The size and mass of a Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated
Structure in relation to open spaces, windows, door openings, porches, adjacent structures, and balconies shall
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be visually compatible with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which they are
visually related.

o The applicant is proposing to restore the Stupey Cabin so it will represent the original design with a front porch. Though
it will be 16 inches taller than the current structure, the scale of the structure will not change significantly.

11) Directional expression of front elevation. A Landmark, Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated
Structure shall be visually compatible with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to
which it is visually related in its directional character, whether this be vertical character, horizontal character, or
non-directional character.

o The Stupey Cabin is a unique structure in Highland Park which was oriented to face St. Johns Avenne when it was
relocated. The proposed improvements will not change the directional expression of the front elevation, and as a result,
this standard may not apply.

(12) Destruction or alteration of the historic features. The distinguishing historic qualities or character of

a Landmark Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure and its environment shall not be
destroyed. The Alteration of any historic or material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided
when possible.

o The Historical Society’s research identified that the original log cabin had a front porch supported by posts. The applicant
is proposing o restore the Stupey Cabin so it will more closely match the original historic design.

(13) Archaeological and natural resources. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve
archaeological and natural resources affected by, or adjacent to any project.

(14) Architectural Compatibility. In considering new construction, the Commission shall not impose a
requirement for the use of a single architectural style or period, though it may impose a requitement for
compatibility.

(15) Use compatibility. Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a Regulated
Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure that requires minimal alteration of the Regulated Structure or a
Contributing Regulated Structure and its environment, or to use a Regulated Structure or Contributing
Regulated Structure for its originally intended purpose.

(16) Maintenance of Time Period Appearance. All Regulated Structures or Contributing Regulated
Structures shall be recognized as products of their own time and so alterations that have no historical basis and
which seek to create an earlier appearance than is propetly attributable to the particular Regulated Structure or
Contributing Regulated Structure that is being altered shall be discouraged. However, contemporary design for
Alterations and additions to Regulated Structures or Contributing Regulated Structures shall not be discouraged
when such Alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural, visual, aesthetic,
archaeological or cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and
character of the Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure, neighborhood or environment.

o The applicant is proposing to restore the Stupey Cabin by adding a porch and increasing the height by approximately 16
inches. Not only will this increase the longevity of the historic structure, but it will also better reflect the original design.
This restoration will be a more accurate representation of the original time period and the pioneer life.

(17) Significance of changes made in the course of time. Changes that may have taken place in the course
of time are evidence of the history and development of Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure
and their environments. These changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and this significance
shall be recognized and respected.
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o The changes that have occurred to the Stupey Cabin between since its construction at its original location have come abont
due 1o its relocation and deterioration/ practical restoration activities. The Commission may wish to discuss whether any
of the changes that have occurred have become significant, though the proposed improvements will make the Cabin more
closely match its original design.

(18) Sensitivity to distinct features. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship or
artistry, which characterize a Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure, shall be treated with
sensitivity.

o The Historical Society’s research identified that the original log cabin had a front porch supported by posts. The proposed
restorations are to match the original log cabin.

(19) Repair to deteriorated features. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than
replaced, wherever possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material need not be identical to
but should match the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and other visual qualities.
Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of features,
substantiated by historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of
different architectural elements from other buildings or structures;

o The Historical Society’s research identified that the original log cabin had an overhanging roof supported by posts as part
of the front fagade. The applicant is proposing to repair the deteriorated features and restore the Stupey Cabin so it will
better represent the original design.

(20) Surface cleaning. The surface cleaning of the Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure
shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage
the historically, visually, aesthetically, culturally or archaeologically significant materials used in such Landmark,
Regulated Structure, or a Contributing Regulated Structure shall not be undertaken;

o The applicant did not explain the process of surface cleaning in the application and will be able to explain the restoration
methods in the HPC meeting.

(21) Wherever possible, additions or Alterations to a Regulated Structure or Contributing Regulated Structure
shall be done in such manner that if such additions or Alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential
form and integrity of the Landmark, Regulated Structure, or Contributing Regulated Structure would not be
impaired.

o The applicant did not address potential additions or the removal of alterations within the application materials, though
they may be able to discuss this during the HPC meeting.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission discuss the proposed Certificate of
Appropriateness for the restoration of the Stupey Cabin and determine whether the standards listed above are
satisfied. The Commission may approve the COA (with or without conditions) or render a denial.

ATTACHMENTS

e Project Application
e Photographs of the existing Log Cabin
e  Old Sutvey
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e Drawings of the proposed elevations
e New Paper Articles- 1968
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Existing Stupey Cabin

¥ — il A B )
(s s -\ il

EZd »
B e e A\

‘ l_.,._ —
’ ( / Py 4

Rendering of Proposed Cabin
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Log cab
to start

Restoration of the ploneer Stu-
pey log cabin is scheduled to be-
gin this weekend and next weekend
under the direction of David Fritz,

park superintendent Approximate-
ly six new square-hewn timbers
are needed at the bottom of the

. cabin, Fritz told park commissioners

Monday evening. to replace origin-

. al oak timbers which rotted away

or were cut out to make a3 doorway.

Volunteer workers will do the
job. The Highland Park Historical

hard labor. The application blanks,
which can be obtained at the park
district office, also ask for such
tools as ladders, scaffolds, ham-
mers, scrapers and chisels

Fritz sald Monday there is still
room for half » dozen more volun-
leers

Professional house movers re-
located the cabin from Exmoor
Country Club, which gave the land-

utﬁn.mrﬂumphuwmr

Highland Pork, Illincls

in restoration

this weekend

dirt, Pritz said Monday

Pioneer women would sweep
such a dirt floor in preparation for
guests, Fritz sald, and then draw
designs with a pointed stick until
the entire floor was covered with
floral patterns

Fritz may try mixing oil with the
clay to retard dusting

Other problems of restoring
Highland Park’s oldest bullding
have also arisen Frilz reported the
presence of powder post beetles in
the timbers. presumably all dead

. But he will find out how to make

sure no more tunpels are chewed
by insects in the wood

The welght of the roof has
caused the walls to buckle out-
ward at the top. Celling beams,
which tie the walls together four
timbers down from the eaves, may
have to be reinforced with addi-
tional bracing. Field, who is a park
commissioner, expressed his worry
that the whole structure might col-
lapse before the fireplace is re-
constructed—both ends are now
open, providing no bracing against
» strong west wind.

When walls and the fireplace
have been restored, Fritz plans a
new roof in the authentic style
The dirt floor could then be re-
constructed. Some furnishings from
the time the cabin was first built,
1847, or earlier, have already been
donated. The Historical Soclety will
choose among these the items most
authentic.

City Councilman Raymond J
Geract s still seeking contributions
of money to help restore the cabin
for the centennial of the city's
founding next year

When completely restored, the
cabin will be just as it would have
lived in ot a time when the area
which is now Highland Park was
wilderness with very few settiers

Few examples of the original
wood and stone of cabins of its
period are still in existance In
northern [llinols. The state has one
entire ploneer village, at New
Salem State Park, but all those
Lincoln era bulldings are of mod-
ern construction based on research
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