
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

In accordance with the statutes of the State of Illinois and the ordinances of the City of Highland Park, a 
Special Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to be 
held at the hour of 6:30 p.m., Thursday, March 3, 2011, at Highland Park City Hall, 1707 St. Johns 
Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois, during which meeting there will be a discussion of the following: 
 

City of Highland Park 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Thursday, March 3, 2011 
1707 St. Johns Avenue, City Hall 

6:30 p.m. 
 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
 

 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. Scheduled Business 

 
A. Demolition Application 

1. 778 Stone Gate Drive 
 

IV. Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
Date:  March 3, 2011 
 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission 
 
From: Andy Cross, Planner II 
   
Subject: Proposed Demolition of 778 Stone Gate Drive 

 

 
 
A demolition application has been submitted for the house located at 778 Stone Gate Drive.  The 
house does not appear in any of the City’s Architectural and Historical Surveys, so it has been 
brought before the Historic Preservation Commission for a demolition review before a wrecking 
permit is issued.   
 
The original building permit from 1965 lists the architect as Robert Singer.  Robert Singer is 
credited with five houses in the Historical and Architectural Surveys: 
 
 
 
 

Address: 778 Stone Gate Drive 
Built: 1965 
Style: International 
Legal 
Description: 

Lot 4, Pine Tree Subdivision 

Structure: Single Family Residence 

Architect: Robert S. Singer 

Builder: Richard S. Singer Const. Corp. 

Original 
Cost: 

$35,000 

Current 
Assessed 
Value: 

$221,500 

Staff 
Opinion: 

Few records exist for this structure. 
Existing information has not 
indicated that historical landmark 
criteria have been satisfied. 



Address Style Year Built Status Demolished 
778 Stone Gate Drive International 1965  No 

852 Judson Colonial Revival 1965 NC No 
1003 Brittany Neo-Classical 1963 NC No 
1041 Brittany French Eclectic 1927 C No 

577 Alvin Raised Ranch 1963 NC No 
541 Braeside Neo-Colonial 1964 NC No 

 
There are no files indicating any of the houses have been demolished.  The only house with a “C-
Contributing” status is 1041 Brittany, a French Eclectic house built in 1927.  The survey entry 
may be erroneous, however.  The house is much earlier than his other confirmed works, and the 
building permit in the City’s archive for 1041 Brittany shows a different permit number and 
construction cost than that listed in the survey entry.  This house was probably not designed by 
Robert Singer. 
 
Information about Singer is sparse.  The AIA Directories do not contain any entries for him, and 
his name is not referred to in historical information about Highland Park.  The builder for 778 
Stone Gate Drive is listed as Richard S. Singer, so he may have worked with a brother or family 
member developing residential properties around the city.. 
 
The previous property owner of 778 Stone Gate Drive was Ms. Betty Jane Gore, who passed 
away last year.  The property is currently held in a Trust with J.P. Morgan and the deceased’s 
son as co-trustees.  Both co-trustees have given written permission to the Petitioner, Mr. Scott 
Wert, to act as their agent for the demolition. 
 
Evidence suggests that the house has been vacant since the passing of the owner.  Photographs 
showing the existing condition of the property have been attached, and the City’s Building 
Department indicated that long-term neglect has resulted in widespread water damage to the 
interior of the house from roof leaks.   
 
 
Landmark Criteria 
Below are the landmark criteria from the City Code: 
 
1) It demonstrates character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural 

characteristics of the City, county, state, or country. 
 

2) It is the site of a significant local, county, state, or national event. 
 

3) It is associated with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of 
the City, County, State, or Country. 

 
4) It embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural and/or landscape style valuable 

for the study of a specific time period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous 
materials. 

 



5) It is identifiable as the work of a notable builder, designer, architect, artist, or landscape 
architect whose individual work has influenced the development of the City. 

 
6) It embodies, overall, elements of design, details, materials, and/or craftsmanship that renders 

it architecturally, visually, aesthetically, and/or culturally significant and/or innovative. 
 

7) It has a unique location or it possesses or exhibits singular physical and/or aesthetic 
characteristics that make it an established or familiar visual feature. 

 
8) It is a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure or group of such structures, 

including, but not limited to farmhouses, gas stations or other commercial structures, with a 
high level of integrity and/or architectural, cultural, historical, and/or community 
significance. 

 
9) It possesses or exhibits significant historical and/or archaeological qualities. 
 
Recommended Action 
The Commission is asked to review the structure per the Landmark Criteria listed above.  If the 
Historic Preservation Commission determines that the Structure that is the subject of the 
Demolition Application satisfies “one or two of the Landmark Standards, then the Commission 
shall have a 180-day review period, commencing on the Application Completion Date, within 
which to receive applications for Landmark nominations for the Structure.” (Chapter 170 of the 
City Code) 
 
Attachments 
Original 1965 Building Permit 
Location Map 
Site Photos 
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