NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
In accord with the Statutes of the State of Illinois and the Ordinances of the City of Highland Park, a
meeting of the Ravinia Festival Community Relations Commission of the City of Highland Park is
scheduled to be held at the hour of 6:30 P.M., on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 in the Highland Park City
Hall, 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois, during which meeting it is anticipated that there
will be a discussion of the following agenda:

City of Highland Park
Ravinia Festival Community Relations Commission
Tuesday, July 14, 2015
City Hall, 1707 St. Johns Avenue
6:30 P.M.

AGENDA
. Call to Order
1. Roll Call
Il. Review and Approval of Minutes: March 10, 2015
V. Scheduled Business
A. Business from the Public
B. Committee Reports

1. Ravinia Festival
a) Mid-season Update

2. Transit

3. Public Safety
a) Traffic Control Update
b) Crowd Control Update
c) Police Protection Update

4. Parking Issues

V. Other Business

A. Neighbor Complaint of Noise Level from Pop Concerts (re: 05/08/15)
B. 2016 Draft Work Plan

VI. Adjournment

Posted at City Hall before 5:00 p.m. on July 2, 2015



MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF
RAVINIA FESTIVAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS

MEETING DATE: March 10, 2015

MEETING LOCATION: Pre-Session Room, City Hall 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland
Park, IL

I. CALL TO ORDER

At 6:30 p.m. the Chairman called the meeting to order and asked the, Staff Liaison to call
the roll.

II. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Chair Newman, Vice-ChairSmithi(phone)Borden, Sandexs, Schmitz
Student Members Present: Saltzberg

Members Absent: Choos, Minor

Council Liaison Present: Kaufman

The Staff Liaison declared'thatia quorum was(present.

Staff Present: Commander Gerald (Jerry) Cameron, Lee Overholser, Linda Sloan- Interim
Staff Liaison

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. MEETING OF THE,.RAVINIA FESTIVAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMISSION
— October 14, 2014

Chair Bordemyask for any eorrections to the draft minutes.

With no corrections offer Chair Newman asked for a motion of approval. Commissioner
Borden made a motienr to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Commissioner
Schmitz. The motion was approved, unanimously.

IV. SCHEDULED BUSINESS

A. Business from the Public

No one present rose to speak on any matter.
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B. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Ravinia Festival

Commissioner Schmitz gave the pre-season outlook and update on construction projects.
He reported that the bus-turnaround is 80% completed with asphalt and striping, that the
south entry access road widening is complete, and that the fabrication of the decorative
metal panels for the Harza building has begun. He also reported on the water feature
redesign which is delayed but scheduled for the fall. Commissioner Sehmitz reported on
the progress of seeking a distributed antenna system (DAS) to religve eell phone congestion
when the park which will have capacity for as many as 20,000 cencurrent user of phone and
data service, which new system will not be installed until aftef this summer’s season and is
dependent on carrier sign-up. Commissioner Sanders expldined that the DAS system will
required a building in the West Lot and that a site in thénorthwest corner had been
selected for the building.

Chair Newman asked if there would be an antenfia,installed. Commissioner Schmitz
described the series of small antenna on existiing poles.

Mary Curran of Dell Lane explained that she and her neighbors no longer had a land line
and had experienced inability to recewe or make cell calls'from 4:30pm until 10:30pm
during concert events and wanted to knewswhat the solution'wouldébe to this problem for
this season.

Commissioner Schmitz responded that he'is notépecifically'familiar with the construction
process and the involvemént of the project with a contraetor leaves him uncertain as to time
frames.

Ms. Curran complained that the situation had been frequent for her and neighbors in the
last two years and that 1t isitaking tee long for‘the solution to be implemented. She wanted
to know why_ the solution 15 so)long is coming as the neighbors’ ability to call for police and
fire remaift unanswexed.

Liaigon Sloan replied that.the Festival had filed a special use permit application which is
the first step in the permitting process and the public hearing is scheduled for April 7th.

Chair Newman eommented that he lives adjacent to the park, and uses Verizon and he has
not had any probléms using his cell phone during concerts.

Ms. Curran had been on a train from the city and asked other riders if they had experience
trouble, and they had. She said on a big night like Santana people have trouble using
phone to meet up with friends. She thinks it has been a problem regardless of carrier. She
asked for a temporary solution.

Commissioner Schmitz said the Festival could check with a contractor to see if COWS (cells
on wheels) could be used in the meantime to help the neighborhood residents.

Ms. Curran asked that someone from the Festival contact her between now and the next
meeting to let her know what is to be the interim solution.
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Commissioner Schmitz said that it has taken some time to find the best technology to
address the concentration of users. He is willing to ask the questions about temporary
solutions. AT&T, Verizon, and T-Mobil have shown interested and these and other carriers
can contract with Crown Castle.

Commander Cameron mentioned exploring whether a low cost pay-per-call land line option
that Ms. Curran might be able obtain. Ms. Curran said the AT&T land line charge is $70
per month; even $20 month for vacation hold. Commander Camerongas willing to explore
this option.

Commissioner Schmitz also mentioned some spring special evénts consistent with those
held in previous years: Israel Solidarity Day on May 3 and the high school graduations.
Chair Newman asked about the Festival’s procedure forgecurity and cheeking bags at entry
to the grounds. Commissioner Schmitz replied that thie“protocolis to stop and check every
20t guest entering; this will be the third year of thi§ process. "He said 3/4ths of theyguests
will stop voluntarily with almost zero resistanced Chair Newman asked if there is a
restriction about doing the check on the GreenfBay Trail. Commissioner Schmiitz said that
it is done on the plaza which technically is the Green Bay Trail;ithis is done purposely to be
able to catch guests coming from all directions. Chair Newinan asked what happens if
someone is just walking on the trail. €ommissioner Borden said one can just say they are a
walker and the security does not demand.nwCommissioner Schmitz noted that as the bag
checkers get more familiarized and trainedtheehecks go more smoothly.

Chair Newman said he noticed an update ‘on thefFestival’sswebsite about parking in the
residential neighborhoodst MraNick Pulliatneted that the Festival is in full support of the
increased fines for violations.

2. Transit

Lee Overholsex, transit coordinator discussed the preparations for the season. The process
of recalling bus‘eperators had'begun; PACE was getting the shuttle busses ready. She said
the Gypsy Kings would'be the first busfevent and that she expected a super busy season.
Thedusiturn-around and improved south entrance are expected to be improvements that
will allow better shuttle ‘service.

Commissioner Schmitz reported that there is a new radio system to be supplied to the
shuttle drivers;heshad alteady met with Lee and PACE about this and feels confident the
system will work andybe an improvement for safety and emergencies.

Ms. Curran askedwhy shuttle buses idle through the time of the entire show. She said she
witnessed this last year when the Jens Jensen movie was played in Jens Jensen park.

Lee Overholser explained the staging of the busses before, during and after the shows and
that starting and stopping the bus engines risks a no-start, which is a big problem that may
require towing, and is especially difficult if busses do not start when waiting on the Green
Bay Trail. She said that they try to have the busses wait in locations away from people, but
they have to be available throughout the show as people do continuously come and go
throughout the show.
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Ms. Curran wanted to know if the busses will stack and wait in the bus turnaround. Ms.
Overholser replied that, yes, busses will continue to wait in the turnaround. Ms. Curran
then asked if there were another event planned for Jens Jensen park, is there some way
that the busses could be relocated during that event. Ms. Overholser said that the
distribution of busses has to remain balanced with the demand of users and there is only so
much adjustment that can be made.

3. Public Safety- Traffic Control, Crowd Control, Police Protection and Parking Updates

Commander Cameron gave the public safety report. He said th@at planning for the current
season began at the end of the last season. He summarized the motable changes for the
season:

e Adjustments to relocate manpower to the north afd seuth gates

e A forthcoming meeting to work on details for bag cheek

e The changed fee schedule to increase parking violationfines to $100

e Updated mailer insert explaining increased parking violation fine, guest permit

fines, and reverse phone alerts

Nick Pullia offered to Commander Cameron that if he'passed on some of the mailer insert
language Nick would add it to the Rawinia Festival newsletter.

Commissioner Borden asked about seheduléd, street repairs on Ashland, Grove and
Woodland, and what effect the construction might have on managing the traffic.

Commissioner Schmitz sdid that if there 1s.ddded discouragement for guests to use these
streets that would be eonsistent with the traffic management plan, as use of these streets is

discouraged anyway.

Commander Cameron saidith@at adjustments for construction have been made in the past
and that he expects they will be able to be made for this season.

D. OQTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Curran ask why neighbors who live on Dell, St. Johns, Haven Wood cannot cut through
the park on thewalkway instead of having to walk in a loop around the park. She said the
neighbors are stopped by Ravinia Staff and are told not to be there with liability cited as a
reason. She thoughtithat neighbors, bikes and kids should be allowed to walk through the
park when the gates are open.

Commissioner Schmitz said that the gates to the park are not open for public entry in the
off-season, rather they are open for service workers doing off-season projects and students
who attend classes.

Ms. Curran said that in the summer she is never stopped. Commissioner Schmitz said that
in the summer it is more difficult to discern who's who with more activity in the park. Ms.
Curran suggested a sign be posted about who can enter the park; she thought the neighbors
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forfeit a lot and that they would be happy if they could just walk through, instead of around
the park.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Borden. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at
7:17 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda S. Sloan
Interim Staff Liaison to the Commission

THE FOLLOWING IS TO BE COMPLETED AFT

MINUTES APPROVED BY THE RAVINIA FESTIVAL CO
ON , 2015.

ITY RELATIONS COMMISSION

. WITHOUT CORRE
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From: Robert S. Solomon

To: Sloan, Linda
Subject: Ravinia evening non-classical concerts
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 11:23:14 AM

Dear Ms. Sloan:
As | indicated when we spoke a few weeks ago, | live at 265 Roger Williams Ave., find the volume
and termination time of the non-classical evening performances at Ravinia extremely annoying and

intrusive and would like to speak on this matter at the July 14 meeting of the Ravinia Festival
Communications Board.

Please place me on the agenda for the meeting, which | understand is scheduled to start at 6:30 pm.

| welcome any suggestions you may have, but in any case would appreciate your confirming that | will be
on the agenda and indicating where the meting will be held.

Many thanks.

Bob Solomon

solly265@comcast.net,


mailto:solly265@comcast.net
mailto:lsloan@cityhpil.com
mailto:solly265@comcast.net

COMMISSION: Ravinia Festival Community Relations

Commission
CY2016 COMMISSION WORKPLAN SUBMITTAL

Jurisdiction and Purpose:

The Ravinia Commission shall discuss and resolve any additional areas of concern attendant to the joint
interests of the City and the activities of the Ravinia Festival Association, develop recommendations for the
timely resolution of all such areas of concern in appropriate form for forwarding to the governing bodies of
the City of Highland Park and the Ravinia Festival Association for their mutual review and final action and
perform all obligations, and complete all tasks, required of it pursuant to the special use permit governing the
Ravinia Festival adopted by the City Council in Ordinance No. 13-06, as the same may from time to time be

amended.

CY2016 Objectives

Associated
Funding Request

Continue to provide a forum for the discussion and resolution of resident
concerns regarding traffic, parking, noise, and public safety concerns
generated by the Ravinia Festival

Commission Operating Expense Requests Amount
Dinner $196
Meeting Notices $200
CY2016 TOTAL REQUEST: $396

CY2015 BUDGET: $400

CY2015 Workplan Objectives

Status

Continue to provide a forum for the discussion and resolution of resident
concerns regarding traffic, parking, noise, and public safety concerns
generated by the Ravinia Festival
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CY2015 Additional Accomplishments

| certify that the Commission approved this workplan request by a vote of on the date of for
CY2016:
Commission Chair
Signature: Date:
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