
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

In accordance with the statutes of the State of Illinois and the ordinances of the City of Highland Park, a 
Regular Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to be 
held at the hour of 7:30 p.m., Thursday, July 9, 2015, at Highland Park City Hall, 1707 St. Johns Avenue, 
Highland Park, Illinois, during which meeting there will be a discussion of the following: 
 

City of Highland Park 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Thursday, July 9, 2015 
1707 St. Johns Avenue, City Hall 

7:30 p.m. 
 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 

 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Roll Call 

 
III. Approval of Minutes 

 
A. June 11, 2015 

 
IV. Scheduled Business 

 
V. Discussion Items 

- 2016 Commission Work Plan 
- 105 S. Deere Park Drive – Property Maintenance Concerns 
- 2015 State Conference Summary 
- Handouts & Educational Initiatives 
 

VI. Business From the Public 
 
VII. Other Business 

A. Next meeting scheduled for August 13, 2015 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
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          City of Highland Park 1 
           Historic Preservation Commission 2 

Regular Meeting Minutes of June 11, 2015 3 
        7:30 p.m. 4 

 5 
I. Call to Order 6 

 7 
Chairman Thomas called to order the Regular Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission at 8 
7:30 p.m. in the Pre-Session Room at 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland Park, IL.   9 
 10 

II. Roll Call 11 
 12 

Members Present: Thomas, Reinstein, Curran, Temkin, Becker, Fradin 13 
 14 
Members Absent: Bramson 15 
 16 
City Staff Present: Cross 17 
 18 
City Council Liaison: Blumberg 19 
 20 
Park District Liaison Present:  Mike Evans 21 
 22 
Student Commissioner: Bartell 23 
 24 
Library Liaison Present: Julia Johnas 25 
 26 
Others Present: Hart Passman (Corporation Counsel), Sarah Mindes, Neil 27 

Fortunado (434 Marshman), Chris & Meghann Salamasick, Jim 28 
Baranski (370 Beech) 29 

III. Scheduled Business 30 
 31 

A. Approval of Minutes 32 
a. Commissioner Fradin made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 9 and May 15 33 

HPC meeting. 34 
b. Second by Commissioner Reinstein 35 
c. Vote: (6-0) 36 

 37 
B. Certificate of Economic Hardship – 434 Marshman Street 38 

The Commission discussed the application materials and posed questions to the applicants.  39 
Commissioner Temkin asked if an appraisal had been done on the house.  The owners indicated no 40 
appraisal had been prepared.  Commissioner Temkin asked if efforts had been made to sell the house.  41 
The owners indicated they had not tried to sell the house.  Planning Division Manager Sloan stated 42 
that the Commission’s line of questioning should seek to determine if it is economically feasible to 43 
repair the house.  Commissioner Fradin indicated the engineering reports provided by the applicants 44 
do not provide an economic analysis of the impact of the house’s poor condition.  Several 45 
commissioners agreed that documentation about the costs of moving the home would help 46 
substantiate an economic hardship argument.  As submitted, the applications materials did not 47 
substantiate an economic hardship. 48 
 49 

• Commissioner Curran made a motion to continue the discussion on the CEH for 434 50 
Marshman to allow the applicants time to submit additional materials.  51 

• Motion failed for lack of a second. 52 
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 1 
 2 
 3 
The Commission requested three items to help determine whether an economic hardship was 4 
imposed by the condition of the house: 5 
 6 
- Additional engineering and structural information 7 
- Analysis of the costs involved with renovating the house 8 
- An independent third-party analysis of the structure of the house 9 
 10 
The owners of 434 Marshman indicated they would not provide additional information.   11 
 12 

• Commissioner Curran made a motion finding that the information provided by the 13 
applicants did not satisfactorily demonstrate that the house cannot be put to a reasonable 14 
beneficial use or that the owners cannot obtain a reasonable economic return from the house 15 
without the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for its demolition. 16 

• Seconded by Commissioner Reinstein 17 
• Vote: 6-0 18 
• Motion passes 19 

 20 
C. Certificate of Appropriateness – 370 Beech Street 21 

Architect Jim Baranski gave a detailed presentation on the improvements proposed for 370 Beech 22 
Street, which included the removal of non-historic garage on the property and the restoration of the 23 
building exterior and an addition of the sub-grade garage and storage area. 24 
 25 

• Commissioner Fradin made a motion to approve the COA as submitted. 26 
• Seconded by Commissioner Curran 27 
• Vote: 6-0 28 
• Motion passes 29 

 30 
V. Discussion Items 31 

Hart Passman, Holland & Knight, presented a review of the legal foundations of the HPC in 32 
Highland Park, as well as a recap of the primary functions of the Commission within the Code. 33 
 34 

IV. Other Business 35 
 36 

V. Adjournment 37 
Chairman Thomas adjourned the meeting at 10:35 pm. 38 
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COMMISSION: HISTORIC PRESERVATION  
 

CY2016 COMMISSION WORKPLAN SUBMITTAL  

  
Jurisdiction and Purpose:  

The Historic Preservation Commission shall identify properties, structures, or areas within the City that are 
historically significant in that they exemplify and/or reflect the cultural, social, economic, political, or 
architectural history of the Nation, State, or the City, and advice the City Council on the designations of such 
properties, structures, or areas as either Landmarks or Historical Districts.  In addtion, the Commission shall 
also protect the distinctive visual characteristics of the Landmarks or Historic Districts by reviewing, giving 
advice, and recommending changes to their exterior architectural appearance. 

 

CY2016 Objectives  
Associated  

Funding Request 
Educational Initiatives and Community Outreach programming  $5,000 
- Signs for a Historic District        
- Historical Preservation Month with Yard Signs for Local Landmarks        
Annual Historic Preservation Awards Program  $250 
             
             
             
             
             
             

   
   

Commission Operating Expense Requests  Amount 
Professional Development  $500 
Membership Dues  $465 
Advertising  $200 
Education & Training  $250 
Books & Periodicals  $190 
Business Expenses (Meeting provisions, Award Supplies)  $700 
             
             
             
             
   

CY2016 TOTAL REQUEST:  $7,555 
CY2015 BUDGET:  $7,555 

 
CY2015 Workplan Objectives Status 
Continue with educational intiatives and communty outreach programming Underway 
Continue with the Historic Preservation Awards Program Planned for Fall 2015 
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CY2015 Additional Accomplishments 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

 
I certify that the Commission approved this workplan request by a vote of       on the date of       for 
CY2016: 

Commission Chair 
Signature:  Date:       
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