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City Council Adopts 2015 Budget, Property Tax Levy
City Recognized for Excellence in Financial Reporting by GFOA

The City Council adopted the 2015 bud-
get of approximately $85 million and ap-
proved a 0.45% property tax levy decrease 
at the December 1, 2014 City Council 
meeting.  

The budget reflects the organizational 
priorities of the City Council of fiscal 
stability, public safety and infrastructure.  
These priorities were established by the 
City Council and guide the policy and di-
rection for the City for the fiscal year.

In preparation for the 2015 budget ap-
proval, the City held eleven budget work-
shops and four neighborhood meetings, 
followed by the budget public hearing on 
November 10, 2014.  Highlighted in the 
proposed budget are more than $17 mil-
lion of capital improvement projects, a 
reduction in full-time staff by 8 full-time 
equivalents and development of efficiencies 
organization-wide that will maintain high 
quality service levels while simultaneously 
reducing costs.  The personnel reduction 
is due in large part to the consolidation of 
dispatch which occurred in August 2014.

Included in the $17 million of capital im-
provements projects are the installation of 
automatic water meter readers, the conclu-

Your Tax Bill Dollar  
Property tax revenues are distributed to a num-
ber of taxing bodies, as illustrated here.  The 
City received 6.97% of the tax levy for tax levy 
year 2013 (collectible in 2014).  The tax levy and 
ordinance providing for the levy of City prop-
erty taxes for 2014 and collected in 2015 was 
brought forward to the City Council on Decem-
ber 1, 2014.  For more information, please call 
the Finance Department at (847) 432-0800.
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sion of the Water Treatment Plant upgrade, 
$2 million in street improvements, $1 mil-
lion in Bike Walk 2030 Plan sidewalk ad-
ditions and approximately $1.5 million in 
facilities improvements.  

The Proposed Budget 
remains available for re-
view on the City’s website, 
as well as all PowerPoint 
presentations for the bud-
get workshops conducted 
by the City Council.  The 
Adopted Budget will be 
published in January and 
will be available on the 
City’s website at that time.  

Additionally, the City 
has been awarded the 
Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial Reporting 
by the Government Finance Officers As-
sociation (GFOA) for the 30th consecutive 
year. The award represents the highest form 
of recognition in governmental accounting 
and financial reporting, and its attainment 
represents a significant accomplishment by 
a government and its management.

To receive the award, a local government 

must meet a set of rigorous criteria in 
the development of its Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report (CAFR). Pro-
ducing the CAFR is a legal requirement 

of the City, but receiv-
ing recognition for the 
CAFR requires that the 
report serve as an effec-
tive policy document, fi-
nancial plan, operations 
guide, and communica-
tions device.   

The GFOA is a non-
profit professional as-
sociation serving ap-
proximately 17,500 
government finance 
professionals with offices 

in Chicago, Illinois and 
Washington, D.C.

The City’s CAFR can be viewed on the 
City’s website at www.cityhpil.com.  For 
more information on the GFOA or the 
award, please visit the GFOA website at 
www.gfoa.org.  For more information on 
the City’s CAFR and budget, call the Fi-
nance Department at (847) 432-0800 or 
email finance@cityhpil.com.  
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‘High’ Notes

Moraine Township Helps
Residents Navigate Afford-
able Care Open Enrollment
Open Enrollment for health insurance 

under the Affordable Care Act contin-
ues through February 15, 2015. Moraine 
Township is partnered with the Lake 
County Health Department and the Alli-
ance for Human Services to assist residents 
in navigating the Health Insurance Mar-
ketplace.  

Residents currently enrolled in health 
insurance plans through the Marketplace 
have two options: they may re-enroll in 
their existing plan for another year, or they 
can select a different plan for 2015.  There 
are new plans available through the Mar-
ketplace for 2015 that were not available 
last year.

Moraine Township has Certified Navi-
gators available at no charge to work one-
on-one with residents.  Navigators help 
residents understand and compare coverage 
and costs of the various plans and also help 
ensure that enrollees receive the premium 
subsidies and cost-sharing reductions they 
may be income-qualified to receive.  

Residents who did not have health insur-
ance for all or part of 2014 may be subject 
to a tax penalty when filing their 2014 
federal tax return, and penalties increase 
in 2015. Appointments are available daily 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., plus weekend 
and evening hours.  Call (847) 432-3240 to 
schedule.  

Holiday Reminders
The Mayor and City Council wish all 

Highland Park residents a very happy and 
safe holiday season.  City offices will be 
closed on Thursday, December 25, Thurs-
day, January 1 and Monday, January 19,  in 
observance of Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Day and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, 
respectively.  Residents may call the Public 
Safety Switchboard at (847) 432-7730 if 
assistance is required.

Also please remember that garbage will 
not be collected on Thursdays, December 
25 and January 1.  Residents with regular 
Thursday refuse and recycling collection will 
receive service on Friday, and residents with 
normal Friday collection will receive service 
on Saturday.  For info,  contact Advanced 
Disposal Services at (847) 272-4145. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of 
Service: January 19

Fire Chief Pat Tanner retired after 29 years 
of service on December 1st.  Hired as a 
Firefighter in July 1985, Tanner advanced 
to become a Lieutenant in 1996, Deputy 
Fire Chief in 2004 and Fire Chief in 2010.  
During his tenure as Fire Chief, the De-
partment maintained its accreditation sta-
tus and improved its ISO rating from 4 to 
3.  The City thanks Chief Pat Tanner for 
his years of service and wishes him well in 
retirement. 

Join members of the community on 
Monday, January 19, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. at the Recreation Center of 
Highland Park, 1207 Park Avenue West, 
for the 6th Annual MLK Day of Service.  
Sponsored by the Human Relations Com-
mission and the Park District 
of Highland Park, the event 
features purposeful ser-
vice projects and 
entertainment to 
engage all ages.  

The Hon-
orable Jesse 
White, Illinois 
Secretary of State, 
will recount his expe-
riences as a student of Dr. 
King and the Jesse White 
Tumbling Team will perform.  Resident 
Lynn Epps will do a tribute.  Music will 
be performed by the HPHS Jazz Band and 
the Edgewood Middle School Chorus.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, 
“Life’s most persistent and urgent question 
is: ‘What are you doing for others?’” Each 
year, Americans across the country answer 
that question by coming together to serve 
their neighbors and communities.  

Service projects include assembling toi-
letries for PADS and the USO, creating 
valentine messages for Operation Support 
Our Troops, collecting and packaging food 
for the Moraine Township food bank, mak-
ing pet toys, decorating and filling book 
bags for distribution at the North Shore 
Health Clinic, and much more.

Toiletry donations can be dropped off at 
the Firehouse Youth Center located at 1830 
Green Bay Road, Monday through Friday, 
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.  Toiletries include 
shampoo, soap, toothpaste, lotion, shaving 
cream, and any other hygiene products.  
Donations accepted through January 16 
and can be brought to the event.  Food do-
nations may also be brought to the event or 
dropped off at the Moraine Township of-
fice at 777 Central Avenue.  Refreshments 
and food will be available for purchase at 
the event.  Contact Cheryl Levi, Human 
Relations Commissioner, at (847) 903-
9523 or levi.cheryl@yahoo.com.

City Thanks 
Chief Pat Tanner for 
29 Years of Service

Christmas Tree Recycling
 Residents may dispose of Christmas trees 
through their primary refuse collection day.  
Advanced Disposal Services will collect, 
transport and dispose of trees left curbside 
by all customers through January 9, 2015.  A 
sticker is not required.  Contact Advanced 
Disposal at (847) 272-4145 with questions.
 Residents may also drop-off trees free of 
decorations, wires or any other materials 
for recycling by the Park District through 
January 18, 2015.  Drop-off locations are in 
posted areas of parking lots at Larry Fink 
Park, 1377 Deer Creek Parkway, and Dan-
ny Cunniff Park, 2700 Trailway.  Park Dis-
trict crews chip the trees for use as mulch.    
Residents are welcome to use the mulch for 
their own gardens and landscapes.  Contact 
Ted Baker, Director of Parks, at (847) 579-
3130 for more information.

Winter Parking Regulations
This is a reminder to all Highland 

Park residents that the “Snow Ordinance” 
(72.040) is in effect each year from Decem-
ber 1 through March 31.  Vehicles may not 
be parked in excess of 15 minutes on any 
public streets between the hours of 2:00 
a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  This Citywide ban fa-
cilitates snow removal operations when 
necessary and decreases damage to vehicles 
parked on the streets or in City lots.  This 
ban applies at all times regardless of snow 
conditions. Authorized overnight City 
parking lots require a valid overnight park-
ing permit, which is available for purchase 
in City Hall, Monday through Friday, 7:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  For more information, 
contact Sergeant Chris O’Neill at (847) 
432-7730 / coneill@cityhpil.com.



Connecting the Community
Ours is a vibrant city that offers wonderful places to go and things to do all year round. We en-

joy catching up with neighbors on a long walk, taking our children or grandchildren to the park, 
spending time at the Highland Park Public Library, visiting Lake Michigan, going to Ravinia 
Festival, shopping and eating in Downtown Highland Park and more. 

At City Hall, we recognize the importance of all ages being able get to around by foot, bicycle, 
car, bus, and train safely and easily.  We achieve this through prioritizing and coordinating infra-
structure investment. New sidewalks are among the many infrastructure projects that have helped 
us connect. For the first time in decades, new sidewalks were installed last year and this past year 
to start filling in the gaps on major roads and provide safe connected passage for all.

The planning and implementation of our connectivity is strategic. A dedicated committee of vol-
unteers recently created the City’s Bike/Walk 2030 Plan, a guide providing structure for a coordinated system of sidewalks 
and bike paths. (To see the Bike/Walk Plan, visit the City website at www.cityhpil.com/bikewalk2030).  Based on recom-
mendations, in 2015 we will continue to invest in improving our connectivity.  (To see the details of the planned projects, 
along with all of our planned capital improvement projects for the coming year, visit the City website at www.cityhpil.com/
budget and click on the 2015 Adopted Budget link.) 

Hearing from residents is incredibly important and one of my favorite things about being mayor. Via emails, calls and 
even at the grocery store, many people have told me how the sidewalks have enhanced their quality of life. However, there 
is always frustration that walkability will come to an abrupt end when the snow begins to fall and our sidewalks become 
impassible.  Historically, some of the sidewalks are cleared (around our schools, businesses and train stations), but the ma-
jority are not. Walkers and runners are relegated to the street except where the stalwarts thankfully maintain their sidewalks 
during the winter, but they are few and far between.  As a result, the City Council approved a pilot program for this winter.  
The City’s entire system of sidewalks (after snows of four inches or more) will be cleared.  Our contractor has agreed to get 
the job done within 24 hours of the snowfall ending.  

As with any new program, your feedback is welcome. You can always reach me at nrotering@cityhpil.com or City Man-
ager Ghida Neukirch at gneukirch@cityhpil.com. 

We Midwesterners are hearty souls and as one neighbor of mine stated, “there is no bad weather, just insufficient outer-
wear.” So as we say to the kids, bundle up and get outside this winter.  Let’s stay connected.

Mayor Nancy R. Rotering
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City Council News

As part of City’s continued efforts to 
improve public infrastructure, the Pub-
lic Works Department is moving for-
ward with a 2-year water meter replace-
ment plan throughout the City.  The 
meter replacement program, with an 
estimated 6,500 meters to be replaced 
plus installation of an estimated 10,000 
automatic water meter reading (AMR) 
systems, will improve efficiency of the 
water distribution system. 

The program will enhance the level of 
service provided to residents and busi-
nesses. The new meters in conjunction 
with the AMR system will potentially 
allow for monthly or bi-monthly billing 

instead of quarterly billing while virtually 
eliminating the need for estimated readings, 
as has been the current practice throughout 
the winter months. In addition, the new wa-
ter meters will improve accuracy and give 
residents and businesses ability to better 
manage their respective water usage. 

This improved public infrastructure ini-

tiative will greatly reduce the delays in 
estimating leaks within a homeowner 
system thereby saving unnecessary water 
usage and billing. Potential homeowners 
will be notified much sooner of leaks or 
unusual high usage with this new pro-
gram.
Implementation of the program is ten-

tatively scheduled to begin in December 
2014 with an anticipated completion date 
in Summer 2016. The program is in line 
with the City Council’s objectives to im-
prove public infrastructure and be leaders 
in water conservation and efficiency mea-
sures. Expect more information in the 
near future as the program rolls out!

City Embarks on Replacing Water Meters 

Old Water Meter    New Water Meter
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Community News

As a reminder, it is a violation to remove snow from one parcel 
of property and deposit it onto another parcel (including the ad-
jacent public parkway) without the consent of the property owner. 
It has been a common practice for many snow removal companies 
to push snow from one property, across public streets, and onto 
the parkway on the opposing side of the street.  Depositing snow 
on private property or in the public right-of-way across from the 
property being cleared of snow can damage property, create a nui-
sance, and hamper sight lines from adjacent properties. 

The deposited snow is also a nuisance to the “receiving” property 
owner because of potential property damage and reduced sight 
lines from their driveways.  The code does provide an exemption 
to allow plow operators to deposit snow on the City parkway lo-
cated immediately adjacent to and on the same side of street as the 
property from which the snow is being removed. 

Property owners are encouraged to contact their private snow 
removal companies to inform them of the Snow Removal Ordi-
nance provisions. Snow plow operators observed improperly de-
positing snow in violation of the ordinance will be cited; however, 

2014 - 2015 Snow Plan

Snow Removal Guidelines residents should be aware that they are ultimately responsible for 
compliance with this ordinance and may also be cited. 

As a reminder, it is responsibility of abutting property owners 
or merchants to clear the sidewalks after every snow event. Upon 
accumulation of snow totals to 4”, public sidewalk routes will 
be plowed. The sidewalk plowing typically starts 12 to 24 hours 
after start of snow fall and could take up to 24 hours to complete 
the plowing operation. 

The Public Works Department offers 
the following FAQs in preparation for the 
2014-2015 winter season.  Timely response 
and effective execution against variable 
weather conditions are essential. The Public 
Works Department works proactively by 
monitoring weather reports and working 
closely with Public Safety offices to ensure 
efficient operations.

When are specific streets plowed?  Un-
der normal conditions all streets are plowed 
at least once within the first six hours of 
a three-inch or less snowfall. However, it 
is important to note initial snow remov-
al operations are staged simultaneously 
throughout the City and multiple plowing 
passes along streets are required to move 
snow to the curb. A winter storm’s magni-
tude may extend response times. Regard-
less, snow removal operations will continue 
until all streets are passable and all parking 
areas have been cleared. 

How is the application of salt man-
aged? The initial salting effort concentrates 
on hills, intersections and inherently haz-
ardous areas. 

Why do plows occasionally fill drive-
way approaches? Plows need to make 
multiple passes to push snow back to the 

curbs. Plows initially traverse the center 
of each street so cars can travel in both 
directions. Then, the plow trucks return 
to push the snow back to the curbs. This 
helps melting snow enter the storm sew-
ers or other drainage systems. The City has 
approximately 10,000 residential driveways 
and unfortunately, it is difficult for the plow 
trucks to avoid filling driveway approaches.

When are sidewalks plowed? The City 
maintains approximately 120 miles of pub-
lic sidewalk.  For every snow event, the City 
plows limited sidewalk areas that are con-
sidered high pedestrian foot traffic areas.  
The areas typically include in and around 
train stations, in the vicinity of schools, 
Central and Ravinia business districts, 
parking garage entrances, and public fa-
cilities. Upon accumulation of snow up to 
four inches, the City’s authorized contrac-
tor plows selected sidewalk routes. These 
plowed routes are residential routes, typi-
cally on one side of the street, leading up 
to schools and train stations.  But, for the 
first time, upon accumulation of more than 
four inches of snow, the City has contracted 
plowing for all City sidewalks in 2015.

As a reminder, areas or other sidewalks 
that are not plowed by the City are the re-

sponsibility of the abutting property own-
ers or merchants. Additionally, depositing 
snow onto sidewalks makes it difficult for 
pedestrians to walk on those sidewalks and 
for sidewalk plows (where applicable) to 
clear the walks.

How should drivers navigate the road 
when encountering a snow plow?  The 
large heavy plow trucks are difficult to ma-
neuver and visibility is reduced in less than 
optimal driving conditions.  Plow trucks 
also generate slush obscuring visibility so it 
is important to stay clear at all times. 

What assistance can residents pro-
vide?  Observe street parking restrictions 
and avoid parking on the street until af-
ter the road has been cleared after a sig-
nificant snowfall event. Ensure snow is 
not pushed onto a neighbor’s property. The 
City prohibits removing snow or ice from 
any building, private property, driveway, 
driveway approach or public sidewalk and 
depositing it onto public streets. See guide-
lines on snow removal below.

Who should residents call? During reg-
ular working hours contact Public Works 
Department at (847) 432-0807. During off 
hours or emergencies call the Police dis-
patch hotline at (847) 432-7730.
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Youth & Senior Services 

Serving Adults Over 50
54 Laurel Avenue   

(847) 432-4110

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

senior

Senior Center Gift Certifi-
cates: A Gift For Any Occasion
The perfect gift for any Senior Cen-
ter member, Gift Certificates may 
be purchased for any amount (mini-
mum of $10) and may be used to-
ward membership dues, trips, class-
es, and special events.  Please call 
Sue at (847) 432-4110 for details.

Events & Activities ~
New Years Eve Luncheon
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse
Wednesday, December 31
11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Fee: $30 / NM: $40
Register by December 22.
Sponsored by Freedom Home Care
New Year’s Eve is a time to celebrate 
with friends - both old and new! Join 
the champagne countdown to 12 
o’clock (noon), complete with festive 
party favors! Enjoy lunch at Ruth’s 
Chris Steakhouse, which provides a 
warm, comfortable fireplace-lit at-
mosphere, genuine hospitality, and 
the best food on the North Shore. 
Lunch includes salad, your choice 
of entree, sautéed mushrooms, pota-
toes au gratin, crème brûlée for des-
sert, and your choice of coffee, tea 
or soda. Live background music will 
enhance your holiday experience. 
When registering, please indicate 
your entree choice of petite filet, 
salmon, or stuffed chicken breast, as 
well as any friendship requests for 
seating. Doors open at 11:30 a.m.; 
coat check will be available.

Humanities Series
Highland Park Public Library
Wednesdays, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Free and open to all
Co-presented with the HP Public Library
January 14   
The Best & Worst Films of 
2014 
Chicago Tribune film critic Michael 
Phillips, who views more than 250 
films each year, shares his list of 
2014’s best and worst.  See how his 
list matches up with yours.

February  11  
White Guy on a Bus
A wealthy white businessman and 
a struggling black single mom ride 
the same bus week after week. Their 
conversation reveals a complex web 
of moral ambiguity, revenge, and ra-
cial biases. Actors from Northlight 
Theatre’s world premiere production 
perform and discuss selected scenes. 
A raffle will be held for two tickets 
to see this production.

Home Alone Telephone Re-
assurance  
Would you like the comfort of 
knowing that someone will make 
a daily (Monday-Friday) telephone 
call to check-in? Participants will be 

called each morning, and if there is 
no answer, procedures will be put 
into action to check on the condi-
tion of the participant and to assess 
further need.  To receive a daily re-
assurance call, or to volunteer to be 
a reassurance caller, please call Jen-
nifer at (847) 926-1865.

Well-Being Checks 
With the cold, wintery months ap-
proaching, consider having some-
one check in with you in cases of 
severe snow storms or when tem-
peratures plummet. The Police De-
partment offers a courtesy service 
of well-being checks to seniors dur-
ing periods of extreme weather and 
temperatures.  Volunteer members 
of the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) and Police 
Department personnel periodically 
perform the check-ins personally or 
by phone, depending on the weath-
er conditions.  For more info, con-
tact Detective Eric Hernandez at 
(847) 926-1123.

Holiday Closings
The Senior Center will be closed 
and the Senior Connector will be 
out of service for winter holiday 
break from Wednesday, December 
24 through Friday, January 2, and 
will reopen on Monday, January 5. 
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Community Calendar
CITY MEETINGS

The Art of Influence: 
Breaking Criminal 
Traditions
Exhibit thru January 3
The Art Center
1957 Sheridan Road
(847) 432-1888

This exhibition explores hu-
man rights and criminal tradi-
tions  and features some of 
the country’s most accom-
plished artists working with 
noted curator/painter Chuck 
Gneich, author Cheryl Jeffer-
son and painter Rich Laurent. 

Fact or Fiction
Exhibit thru January 3
The Art Center
1957 Sheridan Road
(847) 432-1888

This juried exhibition exam-
ines the relationship between 
reality and illusion.  Juried by 
Rhoda Pierce, Vice Chair of 
the Illinois Arts Council Agen-
cy and Chair of the Highland 
Park Cultural Arts Commission. 

Affordable Housing 
Information Sessions
January 13 - 7:00 p.m.
February 10 - 7:00 p.m.
Community Partners for Af-
fordable Housing (CPAH)
400 Central Avenue, Suite 111
(847) 681-8746

CPAH provides affordable 
homes to low and moder-
ate income households.  To 
see if you qualify, register to 
attend the information ses-
sion, contact (847) 681-8746 
or akaufman@cpahousing.org.

Classical Parenting: A 
Musical Review 
January 22
10:00 a.m.
Family Network
330 Laurel Avenue
(847) 433-0377
FREE, register by phone or 
terry.beem@family-focus.org

Family Network presents a mu-
sical tribute to parents featur-
ing Jill Maling, LCSW.  Jill’s orig-
inal songs, set to Bach, Chopin 
and Beethoven, illuminate the 
path of parenting from the 
sleep-deprived to the empty 
nest with insight and humor.    

For information about City 
Meetings, please view the Cal-
endar on the City’s website at 
www.cityhpil.com

Winter Reflections
January 25 
3:00 p.m.
HP Community House
1991 Sheridan Road
(847) 433-0992
Tickets: Adults $20, Seniors $16 
and Students $8 

Pilgrim Chamber Players pres-
ents the Dorel Ensemble featur-
ing John Sharp, principal cellist 
of the Chicago Symphony Or-
chestra; Liba Schacht, princi-
pal second violin of the Grant 
Park Symphony and member 
of the Lyric Opera Orchestra; 
and Carol Cook, principal vio-
list of the Lyric Opera Orches-
tra. Don’t miss the magnificent 
Brahms Cello Sonata in E Minor 
with John Sharp and pianist 
Carol Honigberg, the seldom 
heard Ravel Duo for Violin and 
Cello, and the delightful String 
Trio in G Major by Beethoven.

Oscar and Richard 
and Joe: An Evening 
About Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s Al-
legro
January 31
6:00 p.m. - Gates 
open
8:30 p.m. - Concert
Gordon Bennett Hall

418 Sheridan Road
(847) 579-4900
Tickets $10

After Rodgers and Hammer-
stein turned Broadway’s spot-
light on themselves with the 
immense popularity of Oklaho-
ma! and Carousel, the legend-
ary music-and-lyrics tandem 
undertook a revolutionary 
new musical, Allegro. The show 
sharply divided critics, and one 
figure especially found much 
to admire: Stephen Sondheim, 
a crew member for the original 
production.  The Music Theatre 
Company of Highland Park, led 
by Artistic Director Jessica Re-
dish, explores the context of 
the musical through theatrical 
footnotes of its history and 
legacy as well as showcase 
key moments and songs from 
this rarely produced gem.

(left to right) composer Richard Rodgers and lyricist Oscar 
Hammerstein II.  Photo courtesy of The Rodgers & Hammerstein 

The City, in partnership with the Solid 
Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO), 
has introduced a new clothing and textile re-
cycling program to residents located at the 
Highland Park Recycling Center at 1180 
Half Day Road.  

A full list of acceptable and unacceptable 
items can be found at www.swalco.org. 

Clothing, Textile Recycling 
Available at 1180 Half Day Road

Stay Informed on City Updates
Register for alerts, enews and more on the City website and 
via social media.To sign up for City alerts and enews, go to 
www.cityhpil.com/signup. 

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
HighlandParkIL and on Twitter at www.twit-
ter.com/CityHPIL.  And now, find us on You-
tube at www.youtube.com/user/CityHPIL.



  At the November 20 Board of Education 
meeting, architects presented refined cost 
projections for consolidating the district 
into seven buildings that bring it within 
reach of the district’s funding capacity.  
   In October, the architects presented pre-
liminary cost estimates for five options, all 
of which were beyond the district’s fund-
ing ability. However, the 7-building model 
came the closest, and also offers opportu-
nities for enhanced educational program-
ming that would benefit all students.  The 
district held several community meetings 
in October and November, attended by 
approximately 375 community mem-
bers.  The vast majority indicated that they 
were interested in learning more about the 
7-building option and found it appealing.  
   That option involves constructing a new 
middle school campus on the current Red 
Oak/Sherwood property, with one build-
ing serving grades 5-6, and one build-
ing serving grades 7-8.  Five elementary 
schools serving grades K-4 would feed 
into the middle school campus.  Those 

schools would be located at the current 
Edgewood, Indian Trail, Northwood/
Wayne Thomas and Oak Terrace sites, as 
well as either Braeside or Ravinia.
   The architect team continued to work 
with district administrators in Novem-
ber to refine cost projections.  This effort 
resulted in a revised cost estimate of $196 
million, down from $219 million present-
ed in October.  The savings resulted from 
a range of adjustments, including incorpo-
rating the Early Childhood program into 
one of the renovated elementary build-
ings, eliminating space for an administra-
tive center, and reducing the total square 
footage projected for the middle school 
campus by taking into consideration 
shared space opportunities for the 5-6 and 
7-8 buildings.  
   District staff and architects continue to 
work together to review additional areas 
for savings as well as other other key is-
sues, including:
•	 Plans for temporarily relocating 

students during construction.

•	 Processes for establishing new 
elementary school boundaries.

•	 Further traffic and transportation 
analysis in the Red Oak/Sherwood 
area 

•	 Further study to determine whether 
Braeside or Ravinia would be re-
tained as an elementary school.

•	 A middle school campus site test 
fit to preserve and create a buffer 
around wetlands on the Red Oak/
Sherwood property.

   In mid-December, an online survey will 
be available to all community members 
asking for further feedback.  All district 
residents are encouraged to complete the 
survey on the district’s website, www.
nssd112.org.  In January, the board will 
decide whether to place a bond referen-
dum measure on the April 2015 ballot.  A 
broad-based citizen’s committee found 
that reconfiguring the district will allow 
the district to repair its aging infrastruc-
ture and generate long-term savings to 
ensure future financial viability. 
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School Districts 112 & 113

District 113 leadership search moves ahead

District Moves Forward with Plans for 7-Building Configuration

Township High School District 113 is 
moving along well with its searches for 
several leadership roles in the school dis-
trict.  The Board of Education is currently 
interviewing candidates for the position 
of Superintendent of Schools.  Twenty-
four applications were received through 
the recruitment and advertising efforts of 
the consulting firm of Hazard, Young, At-
tea, and Associates. The consultants inter-
viewed 20 applicants and/or potential can-
didates who were recruited for the position. 
The pool of candidates included current as 
well as aspiring superintendents from seven 
different states representing both gender 
and racial diversity.  

The Board reviewed 17 submitted appli-
cations and determined a slate of six can-
didates they desired to interview.  Semi-
finalist candidates will be identified by the 
Board and asked back for second inter-
views.  A 22-member committee composed 
of students, parents, staff, and community 
members will also interview the semi-fi-
nalist candidates and provide feedback to 
the Board on each of the candidates they 

interview.  The Board will determine their 
preferred candidate and hope to make an 
announcement in late January.

On December 8, HYA was slated to 
present updated information to the Dis-
trict 113 Board of Education regarding 
the desired characteristics for the roles of 
Director and Student Services and princi-
pals for Deerfield and Highland Park High 
Schools. This report was based on 504 sur-
veys completed and the feedback shared by 
253 people who participated in personal 
interviews/focus groups in October and 
November. Recruiting and screening ef-
forts will be conducted in January 2015 and 
interviews will be conducted in February.  
Stakeholder committees, along with the 
new Superintendent and the Board, will be 
involved with these interviews.

Updates will be posted to the Leadership 
Search Updates page of the District 113 
website, www.dist113.org/leadership.

For more information, please contact our 
consultant, Hank Gmitro, President of Haz-
ard, Young, Attea, & Associates, at (847) 
318-0072 or hgmitro@ecragroup.com.

113 Foundation to host Pizza 
Bowl III—now with Baker’s 

Cup Playoff!

The District 113 Education Founda-
tion will sponsor its third annual Piz-
za Bowl on Sunday, January 25 from 
5-7 p.m. at Deerfield High School. 
Come vote for the best pizza in town 
and satisfy your sweet tooth by 
crowning the best dessert in the dis-
trict—all for just $10 ($25 per family). 
Proceeds benefit the District 113 Ed-

ucation Foundation, which provides 
funding and support for unique and 
innovative education programs at 
Deerfield and Highland Park High 
Schools. 
Visit the District 113 Education Foun-

dation’s website, www.district-
113foundation.org, for additional 
information!
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Park District of Highland Park 

Park District of Highland Park  •  www.pdhp.org  •  847.831.3810   
Our mission: “To enrich community life through healthy leisure pursuits and an appreciation of  the natural world .”

Don’t Let the Kids Be Couch Potatoes...
Let Them Have Some Winter Break Fun! 
Grins, Giggles & Gags
Ages 4-6
Mon Dec 22 10am-2pm
35263  $48/58
West Ridge Center • 636 Ridge Rd.  
Tell jokes, learn tricks, and make some fun gags! Kids will bring 
home bags-o-gags and a few tricks up their sleeve! 

Days Off: Around the World
Grades 1-5
Tues Dec 23  $40/45
34932  $40/45
West Ridge Center • 636 Ridge Rd.
Take an around the world vacation without a plane ride! We’ll create 
passports and travel from country to country!

Days Off: Swimming, Sports, and More!
Grades 1-5
Fri  Dec 26 10am-2pm
34930   $35/40
Recreation Center of Highland Park • 1207 Park Ave
Play sports in the gym in the morning and eat lunch and swim in the 
afternoon. 

847.579.9008

Days Off: Art Explosion 
Grades 1-5
Tues Dec 30  10am-1pm
34931  $35/40 
West Ridge Center• 636 Ridge Rd 
Tap into your creative mind with a day of artistic expression. 
Children will participate in art, theater, and dance classes.

Noon Year’s Celebration
Grade K
Mon  Dec 29  10am-2pm
34944    $48/58
West Ridge Center • 636 Ridge Rd
Let’s celebrate 2015! We’ll make party favors and play games, 
then push the clock forward and ring in the New Year early!

Days Off: Amazing Minds Workshop
Grades 1-3
Fri Jan 2  10am-1pm
34929  $40/45
West Ridge Center • 636 Ridge Rd
Learning made fun! Explore the world with a variety of inter-
active topics that will expand your child’s knowledge. 

Not sure if inclement weather will interfere with your Park District activities? Sign up for the Rainout Line and get 
up-to-date information the way you want to receive it. Options range from texts to emails to phone calls. Sign up 

today at rainoutline.com. 
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Park District of Highland Park  •  www.pdhp.org  •  847.831.3810  

50+ Active Adults 

Group Exercise  Classes
Recreation Center of Highland Park  • 1207 Park Avenue West

Basic Stretch 
Fri  8-8:30am

HydroSplash 
MTWFS 8:30-9:30am 
Sun 9:30-10:30am
Aqua Zumba 
Thur   9:20-10:20am
Aqua-Pilates 
10-11am
Aqua Light 
Thur   10:30-11:30am

Hydro-Light 
Tue 10:30-11:30am
Light n’ Lively 
Mon 11:10am-12:10pm
Body Sculpt Light 
Thu   Noon-1pm
Chair Yoga 
Tue   Noon-1pm 
Thur    12:15-1:15pm
Cardio Tone Light 
Wed  Noon-1pm

Group exercise classes are included in membership.  
Nonmembers may pay a day fee of $12R/15NR. 

2015 Body Transformation Challenge
Make a 6-week commitment to your health for a better you

6-week individual membership to the Recreation Center of Highland Park
3 weekly specialty BTC group exercise programs

Three 30-minute consultations with a personal trainer
Pre- and Post-Challenge Assessments with a trainer

And so much more....
$109 for non-members and $75 for members 

(Over $400 value!)
Your challenge begins January 12! Sign up today!

Recreation Center of Highland Park (1207 Park Avenue West)

Adult & Family Nature Fun
Owl Prowl
Ages 6-Adult
Great Horned Owls are courting this time of year, and their echoing 
calls can be heard throughout the forest. Learn about owls with 
hands on games and activities indoors. We’ll head outside for a 
night hike to listen for owls calling in the wild. 
34857    Fri   Jan 9   7-8pm   $6

Eagle Extravaganza
Ages 6-Adult
Travel with Heller Nature Center to Starved Rock State Park for the 
Illinois Audubon Society’s annual Eagle Watch Weekend. See live 
bird shows, view wild eagles fishing along the river and so much 
more.
34856  Sat  Jan 24   8am-6:30pm    $18

Heller Nature Center 
2821 Ridge Rd.
847.433.6901



Highland Park Public Library
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LANGUAGE
Beginning Spanish
Tuesdays, January 13 – February 17

7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $60 

Acquire a basic mastery of listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing skills. The course will em-
phasize the practice of grammar and communi-
cation skills. Order Learn Spanish the Fast and 
Fun Way with MP3 CD by Heywood Wald and 
George Thatcher prior to class. Instructor: Leslie 
Fenster 

Advanced 
Beginning Spanish
Tuesdays, March 10 – April 14

7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $60 

This course is designed for those who have taken 
Beginning Spanish or its equivalent. Improve 
your language skills in listening, speaking, read-
ing, and writing. Order Learn Spanish the Fast 
and Fun Way with MP3 CD by Heywood Wald 
and George Thatcher prior to class. Instructor: 
Leslie Fenster 

WRITING
Memoir Writing
Thursdays, January 15, 29 
February 12, 26, March 12, April 2

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Cost: $60 

What’s your story? Your life experience is the 
story that only you can tell. Examples of success-
ful memoirs are discussed as well as techniques 
for organizing your thoughts and putting them 
on paper. Instructor: Jennifer Dotson 

Creative Writing
Thursdays, January 8, 22  
February 5, 19, March 5, 19

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $60 

Perfect for the beginning or experienced writer 
seeking creative sparks, writing deadlines and 
the support and feedback from a writing group 
environment. Optional writing prompts and re-
sponses to guide works-in-progress are provided. 
Instructor: Jennifer Dotson 

Learn something new this winter!

A continuing education 
program made possible by 

the generous support of the 
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund

Advanced registration 
and payment is required.   
Register at hplibrary.org. 
Non-library cardholders 
can register in the 
Administration office or 
by calling (847) 432-0216, 
ext. 119.  Registration will 
close when class is filled. 
No refunds. Instructor 
biographies are available at 
hplibrary.org. 

COMPUTERS
Intro to Word 2013
Wednesdays, February 4 – 18

2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Cost: $30 

You will gain a working knowledge of how to cre-
ate, change, cut, customize, save and print many 
types of documents. Cost of text is not included 
in fee. To save your work, bring a USB Flash Drive 
(1GB minimum). Instructor: Barbara Seidman

Intermediate Word 2013
Wednesdays, February 11, 18

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $20 

This class will build upon Word basics and focus 
on how to use the thesaurus and definitions, for-
mat text, format paragraphs, customize and set 
tabs, and more. Cost of text is not included in fee. 
To save your work, bring a USB Flash Drive (1GB 
minimum). Instructor: Barbara Seidman 

Intro to Excel 2013
Wednesdays, February 25 – March 11

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $30 

Learn how a spreadsheet program can work for 
you. Learn the basics and gain an understanding 
of how to create, change, and customize work-
sheets for home or office and about the powerful 
tools and features to analyze, share, and manage 
your data with ease. Cost of text is not included 
in fee. To save your work, bring a USB Flash Drive 
(1GB minimum). Instructor: Barbara Seidman 

Intermediate Excel 2013
Wednesdays, March 18 – April 1

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $30

Work with formulas and functions, perform 
worksheet tasks such as renaming, moving, 
copying, and deleting worksheets, and more. 
Cost of text is not included in fee. To save your 
work, bring a USB Flash Drive (1GB minimum). 
Instructor: Barbara Seidman 

Intro to PowerPoint 2013
Wednesdays, April 15 – 29

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $30 

This class is task oriented with a step-by-step ap-
proach. Create slide shows for computer-based 
presentations for work or home uses. The inclu-
sion of charts, animation and photographs will 
be explained. To save your work, bring a USB 
Flash Drive (1GB minimum). Instructor: Bar-
bara Seidman 

Intro to iPad
Thursdays, January 8, 15, or  
February 12, 19, or March 12, 19,  
or April 9, 16 

2:00 – 3:30 p.m.

Cost: $20 

Learn how to use your iPad and use email, the In-
ternet, and apps, and how to manage calendars, 
and navigate contacts. Bring your iPad to class 
and have an Apple ID created in advance! In-
structor: Chad Clark 

Intro to Windows 8.1
Tuesdays, Jan 27, or March 10,  
or April 14

7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $10 

Learn the new Charms menu, start screen, navi-
gation by touch and with a mouse, personaliza-
tion, saving to the OneDrive cloud, using Win-
dows 8 apps and more. Bring your Windows 
8 device (tablet or laptop) and know the user 
name and password for your Windows Live ac-
count. Instructor: Helene Bjorseth 

Intro to WordPress
Tuesdays, February 3, 10  
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

or Tuesdays, March 10, 17  
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

Cost: $20 

Learn how to create your own website or blog us-
ing WordPress, a simple yet powerful online plat-
form. Gain a basic understanding about setting 
up your WordPress account, using built-in design 
themes, content management, publishing tools, 
search engine optimization (SEO), importing 
multimedia, and tips and tricks. Bring your own 
laptop — a Wordpress account will be set up as 
part of the first class. Instructor: Tom Borst

MUSIC
Beginning Ukulele 
Wednesdays, January 7 – 28

7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Ages 8 and older

Cost: $40 

You’ll be singing and strumming key chords 
and strumming patterns. Soon you’ll be strum-
ming with your friends and will be able to teach 
yourself new songs off the internet. Instructor: 
Jenny Peters



Friends Can Do So Many Things For Our Community
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494 Laurel Avenue, Highland Park  |  (847) 432-0216  |  hplibrary.org

Getting Excited 
About Science
Monday, December 22, 2 – 2:45 p.m. 
Ages 5 and up.

Steve Belliveau brings the exciting world of 
science to the library and uncovers the mys-
teries behind air and water pressure, electricity, 
chemistry, sound, color, and more in an action-
packed show.  Registration required.  

Great Scott’s Comedy 
and Illusion Show
Friday, January 2, 2 – 2:45 p.m.  
Ages 3 and up.

See a $20 bill repair itself and a mysteri-
ous hat that predicts the future in a show 
filled with laughter and magic.  Registration 
required.

Rise and Shine Hunanities Series:  
The Best And Worst Films of  2014
Wednesday, January 14, 10:30 a.m.

Chicago  Tribune film critic Michael Phillips, who views more 
than 250 films each year, shares his list of  2014’s best and worst.  
See how his list matches up with yours.

Presented with the Highland Park Senior Center
Sponsored by Silverado of Highland Park 

50-Minute Hamlet 
50-Minute Romeo and Juliet 
Sunday, January 18, 2 p.m.

Performed by equity actors from the Shakespeare Project of 
Chicago.  

Sponsored by the Friends of the Highland Park Public Library.

Register at kidsevents.org.  
Non-library cardholders can  

call (847) 681-7030 to register.

Kid Lit Fest & iRead Kick-Off
Saturday, January 10, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

9 – 11 a.m.
Meet an author!

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

1 – 3 p.m.

JOSH SCHNEIDER
Tales for Very 
Picky Eaters
GRADES K– 4

WENDY 
McCLURE
Wanderville
GRADES 4 – 6

JOHN MADORMO
Charlie Collier Series
GRADES 4 – 6

KATE 
HANNIGAN
Cupcake Cousins
GRADES 3 – 5

Kick off District 112 Education Foundation’s annual read-a-thon 
at the library! Find a book for iRead, meet award-winning and 
bestselling authors, and listen to teachers read their favorite books!  
Children’s stories come to life in a performance at 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.

REBECCA DUDLEY
Hank Finds an Egg
PRESCHOOL – GRADE 2

ANDY RASH 
Game Over, Pete Watson
GRADES 4 – 7

NANCY GROSSMAN
A World Away
GRADES 7 & UP

MICHELE WEBER HURWITZ
Calli Be Gold
GRADES 4 – 7

TOM WATSON
Stick Dog 
GRADES 3 – 7

JENNY MEYERHOFF
The Barftastic Life of Louie Burger
GRADES 3 – 7

Winter 

Break  
Fun For Kids!



12

Highlander
Published Monthly By 

The City of Highland Park

City of Highland Park
1707 St. Johns Avenue
Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: (847) 432-0800  Fax: (847) 432-7625
Website: www.cityhpil.com  E-mail: cityhp@cityhpil.com

Mayor:  Nancy R. Rotering   
City Council:  Anthony E. Blumberg
  Paul Frank   
  Daniel A. Kaufman
  Alyssa Knobel
  Kim Stone
  Michelle L. Holleman 

City Manager:  Ghida S. Neukirch     
Editors:  Jennifer Dotson & Karen Berardi

PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

POSTAGE PAID 
HIGHLAND 

PARK, ILLINOIS  
PERMIT NO. 10

For more information about City services, please 
contact the following departments directly:

City Manager’s Office:    (847) 926-1000
Community Development: 
 Building Division  (847) 432-0808 
 Planning Division  (847) 432-0867

Finance Department:    (847) 432-0800
Fire Department:    (847) 433-3110
Police Department:    (847) 432-7730
Public Works Department:   (847) 432-0807

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

well as their floral landscape 
designer Tina Stration.  

These Award winners were 
selected by the Business and 
Economic Development Com-
mission Beautification Work 
Group that was formed to en-
hance the beauty of the City 
through its business districts, 
neighborhoods, and gateways.  

New Businesses
Ami Ami
668 Central Avenue
(847) 432-3700
Women’s Clothing

Art House Gallery Chicago
1910 First Street, Suite 307
(847) 926-0700
Art Gallery Corporate Office

Backyard Grill
1825 Second Street
(847) 681-8400
American Casual Dining

BUSINESS REPORT
2014 Beautification Awards

The City’s Beautification 
Awards recognize local com-
mercial businesses or proper-
ties in the categories of retail, 
restaurant, service, auto, and 
mixed-use that have success-
fully integrated aesthetics con-
sistent with the environment in 
the community through attrac-
tive landscaping, streetscape, 
signage, and window displays.  
On Monday, December 1st the 
City Council honored retailer 
Melissa Edelman owner of An-
tiquaire, 1900 Sheridan Road; 
restaurateur Debbie Nieto 
owner of Nieto’s, 429 Temple 
Avenue; Dan Buss owner of 
D & R Autoworks, 1454 Old 
Skokie Road; Ross Fumagalli, 
Regional Sales Manager of Tes-
la Motors Highland Park, 1200 
Old Skokie Road; and property 
owners Stan and Ingrid Razny 
for their commercial property 
at 1700 Green Bay Road, as 

Modern Opulence
461 Central Avenue
(847) 780-3089
Women’s Clothing Shop

My Only Hang Up
1833 second Street
(847) 748-8891
Framing, Wall Décor, Paint & 
Sip Parties

Queens Nails & Spa
1896 First Street
(847) 926-3337
Nails Spa

Treasured Bits
1480 Old Deerfield Road, 
Suite 14
847-651-0919
Resale Shop

Usman Group, Inc.
1811 St. John’s Avenue
773-505-2663
Web Design, Marketing, Small 
Business Consulting

Inside this issue of 
The Highlander

Page 2: 
Holiday Reminders
MLK Jr. Day of Service

Page 3: 
Mayor Rotering’s Message

Page 4: 
Snow Plan & Reminders

Page 5: 
Senior  Center Events & 
Activities

Page 6: 
Community Calendar

Page 7: 
School Districts

Page 8-9:  Park District of 
Highland Park

Page 10-11: Highland Park 
Public Library


