
Posted in City Hall on March 6, 2014 
 

SPECIAL MEETING PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

In accordance with the Statutes of the State of Illinois and the Ordinances of the City of Highland Park, the next 
special meeting of the Natural Resources Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to be held at the 
hour of 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 9, 2014 at the 65 Vine Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois, 60035, during 
which it is anticipated there will be a discussion of the following: 
 

CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2014 
65 VINE AVENUE 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 
2:00 P.M. 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
I.  Call to Order  
 
II.  Roll Call 
  
III. New Business 
 

A. Informational Tour of the Private Single-Family Residence at 65 Vine Avenue in Preparation for the 
Commission’s Consideration of a Steep Slope Variation Application for Excavation  to an Existing Single-
Family Residential Structure 

 
 
IV. Adjournment  



Posted in City Hall on  November 7, 2014 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

In accordance with the Statutes of the State of Illinois and the Ordinances of the City of Highland Park, the next 
meeting of the Natural Resources Commission of the City of Highland Park is scheduled to be held at the hour of 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 12, 2014 at the City of Highland Park City Hall, 1707 St. Johns Avenue, 
Highland Park, Illinois, during which it is anticipated there will be a discussion of the following: 
 

CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014 

HIGHLAND PARK CITY HALL  
1707 ST. JOHNS AVENUE 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 
6:30 P.M. 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
I.  Call to Order  
 
II.  Roll Call 
 
III.  Approval of Minutes: October 8, 2014 
 
IV. Business from the Public 
  
V. New Business 
 

A. 65 Vine Avenue—Consideration of a Steep Slope Variation Application for Excavation to an Existing 
Single-Family Residential Structure 
 

B. Consideration of Nominations for the Award for Meritorious Service to the Highland Park Environment  
 

C. Consideration of Bird Friendly Building Ordinance 
 
VI. Old Business 
 

A. Status Report on Exterior Lighting Standard Amendments for All Zoning Districts 
 

B. Status Report on Environmental Movie Screenings 
 

VII. Other Business 
 

A. Commissioner Comments 
 

B. Administrative Items 
 
VIII. Adjournment  



 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 
 THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HIGHLAND 

PARK, ILLINOIS 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  October 8, 2014 
 
MEETING LOCATION: Presession Conference Room, Highland Park City Hall, 1707 St. 

Johns Avenue, Highland Park, Illinois 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
At 6:32 p.m., Chairwoman Coyle called the meeting to order and the Staff Liaison called the 
roll. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Coyle, Matthews, Hannick, Rheinstrom, Wagenius, Sultan, Stone, 

Stumpf, Ross (7:03 p.m.) 
 
Members Absent:  Lewittes 
 
The Chairwoman declared that there was a quorum of the Commission present.  
Chairwoman Coyle noted that members of the public speaking during Business from the 
Public will be contacted by a City staff member, if any follow-up is necessary, and materials 
submitted by members of the public for consideration by the Commission will not be 
distributed prior to meetings. 
 
Staff Present:  Staff Liaison Karen Berardi 
 
Also Present:   Citizen Advisor Mark Nolan Hill 
 
MINUTES 
 
A. Regular Meeting of the Natural Resources Commission—September 10, 2014 
 
Commissioner Sultan requested that his attendance be changed to “present but late” and 
moved to approve the minutes of a regular meeting held on September 10, 2014 as 
amended. Commissioner Wagenius seconded the motion.  
 
On a voice vote, Chairwoman Coyle declared that the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
 Joel Cahn, 26 Lakeview Terrace, requested that the minutes approved for September 8, 
2014 be rejected by a member of the commission.  Mr. Cahn stated that the commission 
should revisit permits issued and that corrective action should be taken if a project is 
completed unsuccessfully.  Mr. Cahn noted that the commission is entrusted with the care 
of the shoreline and should review their policies. 
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Chairwoman Coyle noted that she has forwarded any email communication she has 
received from Mr. Cahn to the City Manager’s Office for its response. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Consideration of Bird Friendly Building Ordinances 
Former Commissioner Donnie Dann presented on bird friendly building designs and 
provided printed materials to commissioners.  Mr. Dann noted that the City Council 
passed a bird friendly building design ordinance in 2011 that requires all newly built 
public buildings to incorporate bird friendly designs. Dann requested the 
commission study an extension of the ordinance to include all commercial and multi-
family buildings in excess of 5,000 square feet.  He noted that the recommendations 
be studied in a timely manner in conjunction with the zoning code amendments and 
that LEED Credit 55 be used as a guideline. 
 
Commissioner Rheinstrom noted that there is a lot of construction in smaller 
building under 5,000 square feet as well and should potentially be considered as part 
of the ordinance.  Commissioner Sultan asked if tax credits were available to which 
Dann remarked that he will take it up with the Illinois State Park Commission of 
which he is a member.  Dann also noted that there is no way to know what zones are 
most critical to migration. 
 
Commissioner Ross joined at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Wagenius noted that bird friendly designs should also include 
lighting standards.  Chairwoman Coyle suggested the commission for volunteers to 
take on a study of the recommendation and report back to the commission next 
month.   
 
Matthews noted that he is in favor of the changes if the designs are cost neutral.  
Councilwoman Stone recommended that the commission conduct research and 
provide recommendations to the Council. 
 
Commissioners Sultan and Wagenius agreed to research bird friendly designs, 
specifically LEED Credit 55, and report back to the commission on their findings. 
 
Chairwoman Coyle moved forward Item C under New Business. 
 

B. Consideration and Approval of Award for Meritorious Service to the Highland Park 
Environment Application 
Staff Liaison Berardi presented the timeline for the Meritorious Service Awards and 
noted that the award will be promoted in the Highlander and through all other 
communication channels.  The commission agreed to move forward with the award 
and collecting nominations. 

 
C. Consideration of Exterior Lighting Standard Amendments for all Zoning Districts 

Commissioner Ross presented on the effects of light pollution and incorporating dark 
sky standards in Highland Park.  Ross reported on a meeting held with the City’s 
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Sustainability Consultant that the City’s residential lighting standards are 
progressive, however the City’s code regarding public spaces in Chapter 93 was 
outdated.  Ross noted that the focus should be on improving the light pollution in 
those public spaces.   
 
Chairwoman Coyle suggested that commercial buildings be incorporated into the 
code review as well and not just public buildings.  Councilwoman Stone noted that 
there are street light improvements proposed in the 2015 budget which could 
provide a good starting place for new standards. 
 
Ross noted that his next steps are to meet with Public Works staff to discuss code 
updates.  He added that the City’s Sustainability Consultant is researching funding 
opportunities for lighting improvements.  Recommended dark sky standards and 
code amendments are available publicly online through dark sky organizations.  
Vice Chairman Matthews supported the idea and suggested that maximum light 
levels are considered in addition to minimum light levels. 
 
Park District Representative Stumpf noted that there is grant funding available for 
energy efficient lighting.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Status Report on the City’s Sustainability Initiatives and Green Alliance 
Staff Liaison Karen Berardi provided an update on the City’s Sustainability 
Initiatives to include recognition for sustainable landscaping practices, improvement 
of the commercial recycling rate, residential composting, eco-purchasing 
recommendations and the Green Alliance. 
 
Chairwoman Coyle noted that the City should make sure not to promote one 
landscaper over another with the landscaping initiative.  Commissioner Ross 
suggested that ravine care be added to the landscaping packet.  Commissioner 
Hannick agreed that the ravine brochure be added to the landscaping packet and 
further, that the brochure should be translated into Spanish.  Commissioner Ross 
offered to translate the brochure into Spanish. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
A.  Commissioner Comments 

  
The commission discussed the consideration of reviewing coastal structure 
standards as part of the 2015 work plan.  It was agreed that the commission should 
have Council direction to pursue code review regarding coastal management.  
Commissioner Rheinstrom stated that adding this to the 2015 work plan would take 
a considerable amount of time and the work plan would have to be amended if this 
item were added. 
 
Commissioner Ross requested that the Illinois Green Infrastructure Grant be added 
to the 2015 work plan and that the commission should consider coastal management 
review in 2015.  Chairwoman Coyle noted that an annual review of the steep-slope 
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procedure is in the 2015 work plan.  A more in-depth review of the procedure would 
be conducted, according to the 2015 work plan, on an as-needed basis or with 
Council interest or direction. 

 
B. Administrative Items 

 
There were no administrative items this evening. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Vice Chair Matthews motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Wagenius seconded.  
Chairwoman Coyle adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Karen Berardi, Assistant to the City Manager 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
MINUTES APPROVED BY THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION ON 
_________________ 
 

• WITH NO CORRECTIONS _______ 
 

• WITH CORRECTIONS _______   
(SEE MINUTES OF [ ______ ] MEETING FOR CORRECTIONS 
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Memorandum       
To:        Members of the Natural Resources Commission  
 
From:    Karen Berardi, Assistant to the City Manager 
    
Date:     November 7, 2014 
 
Re:        Agenda Items for the November 12th Meeting of the Natural Resources Commission  
 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. 65 Vine Avenue—Consideration of a Steep Slope Variation Application for 

Excavation to an Existing Single-Family Residential Structure 
 
The existing home at 65 Vine Avenue was constructed in the 1960s and a portion of the 
property is located within the Steep Slope Zone along Lake Michigan.  The applicants wish to 
demolish the existing single family residence and other structures on the property, including 
the garage and swimming pool, in order a new single family residence with an attached garage 
and a new swimming pool at a different location on the property. The applicants, Joseph and 
Sheila Gutman, are requesting Commission consideration of a variation request to the City’s 
Steep Slope Ordinance (Article XIX of the Zoning Code) to: 
 

• Encroach into the 40 foot setback that comprises the bluff Steep Slope Zone to 
performed earth-moving activities associated within the removal of an existing 
swimming pool. 

• Perform earth-moving activities beyond the extent allowed by Section 
150.1908(C) Earth Moving.  

 
As part of the improvements, the homeowner is proposing to construct a walk-out basement 
within the bluff Steep Slope Zone.  
 
Engineering Division Review 
 
The Engineering Division has reviewed the application and submitted the attached 
memorandum, dated November 6, 2014, noting that the proposal includes removal of the 
existing swimming pool and deck from the Steep Slope Zone.  Additionally, it is noted that the 
proposed re-development also includes additional excavating (earth moving) of the area 
within the bluff Steep Slope setback in the area between the existing pool and the foundation 
of the residence to be constructed on the lot.  The Engineering Division has noted that the area 
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occupied by the pool may only be filled to the extent of the original “pre-pool” condition of 
the steep slope contours, in order to restore the land within the Steep Slope Zone that was 
altered when the pool was originally installed. 
 
Forestry Division Review 
 
The applicant is not proposing to remove any trees in conjunction with the proposed work.  
 
Steep Slope Variation Process, Policy & Standards 

Per Section 150.1912, the Natural Resources Commission is being asked to consider the 
variation application and vote to direct staff to draft Findings of Fact for future 
Commission approval and Zoning Board of Appeals consideration.  
 
Additionally, please note that this variation request will also require consideration by the City 
Council through the “Compere Referral” (Section 150.1103(A)(4) of the Zoning Code) 
process prior to any consideration by the Zoning Board of Appeals. In addition to the attached 
documents, consideration by the Natural Resources Commission will also serve to advise the 
City Council during this process. 
 
As you consider the Steep Slope variation request, please keep in mind that proposed variation 
must meet all of the following standards. The applicant has submitted the attached letter of 
situation and hardship to outline the proposal.  
 
 
Steep Slope Variation Standards 
 
No variation shall be granted unless all of the following standards have been met or satisfied:  
 

• The proposed development recognizes and fits the natural topography, soils, 
geology, hydrology and other existing conditions on the proposed sites. 

• The proposed development will be oriented so that earth moving, landscaping and 
other site preparation is kept to an absolute minimum. 

• The landscape will be preserved and enhanced and natural terrain and existing 
vegetation will be minimally disrupted. 

• Disruption or alteration of natural drainage ways will be minimal. 
• The time in which areas are bare and exposed will be minimized. 
• The amount of impervious surface to be placed on the tableland adjacent to steep 

slopes has been minimized. 
• Structures have been designed and properly located so that structure weight does 

not jeopardize slope stability. 
 
 
Please feel free to contact Planner Eric Olson if you have any questions regarding this 
matter prior to the Commission meeting, or if you would like to further discuss the Steep 
Slope regulations. As a reminder, the Steep Slope regulations can be found in Article 19 
of the Zoning Code, accessed online at: 
 



 3 

http://www.cityhpil.com/documents/21/31/50/ART19%20STEEP%20SLOPE%20ZONE.PD
F 
 
City Planner Eric Olson will be prepared to deliver a brief presentation summarizing the 
proposed project at the meeting, if directed. As usual, copies of the Steep Slope Code 
standards will also be made available on the table for the Commission’s reference and 
discussion.  
 
B. Consideration of Nominations for the Award for Meritorious Service to the 

Highland Park Environment  
 
The deadline for the submittal of nominations is on November 7th at 5:00 p.m. Because this 
packet will be posted prior to the deadline, the nominations will be forwarded to you under 
separate cover for consideration. Hard copies of the nomination applications will be brought to 
the meeting for review.  
 
Should the Commission determine the most appropriate winner for the award at the upcoming 
meeting, a recognition ceremony will be arranged at the Commission meeting in December 
per the Commission’s direction.  
 
C. Consideration of Bird Friendly Building Ordinance 
 
Commissioners Tom Sultan and Stuart Wagenius will present on bird friendly building 
designs and LEED Credit 55. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

    
A.  Status Report on Exterior Lighting Standard Amendments for All Zoning 

Districts 
 
Commissioner Ross will provide an update on recommended changes to the City’s code 
regarding exterior lighting standards and light pollution best practices.   
 
B. Status Report on Environmental Movie Screenings 
 
As a reminder, the City Dark movie screening is scheduled for November 14 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Heller Nature Center.  This movie screening is co-sponsored by the Park District of Highland 
Park and will feature an after-movie discussion.  More information on the film can be found at 
http://www.thecitydark.com/.   
 
In coordination with the Park District and Public Library, a movie focused on water 
conservation and protecting our natural resources of Lake Michigan is proposed in March 
2015, in conjunction with World Water Day on March 22, 2015.  Some recommended films 
include : Watermark, Flow and The Marion Lake Story. 
 
 

http://www.cityhpil.com/documents/21/31/50/ART19%20STEEP%20SLOPE%20ZONE.PDF
http://www.cityhpil.com/documents/21/31/50/ART19%20STEEP%20SLOPE%20ZONE.PDF
http://www.thecitydark.com/
http://burtynsky-water.com/watermark/trailer/
http://www.flowthefilm.com/
http://jezebel.org/store/products/marion-lake-story/
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• All Supporting Documents Pertaining to 65 Vine Avenue 
• Award for Meritorious Service to the Highland Park Environment Nomination 

Standards 
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65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014EXISTING SITE PHOTOGRAPHS - TOP OF BLUFF

Aerial View - Looking South

Aerial View - Looking North

Pool Terrace - Looking East

Pool Terrace & Stone Fountain - Looking East

Cantilevered Pool Deck - Looking East

Top of Bluff and Pool  - Looking North

Terrace  - Looking NE

Pool Terrace  - Looking North



65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014EXISTING SITE PHOTOGRAPHS - TOP OF BLUFF

Pool Retaining Wall   |  Storage door and abandoned exhaust pipe

Pool Retaining Wall  Looking North  |  Built-in water feature

Cantilevered Pool Deck from Below

Cantilevered Pool Deck  & Top of Bluff Looking South

Pool Retaining Wall |  Storage door and wood bluff retaining wall

Pool Retaining Wall North Corner |  Existing stairs down to lakefront

Pool Retaining Wall  |  Tree and cable holding up pool deck



65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014EXISTING SITE PERSPECTIVE



65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014DEMOLITION SITE PLAN



65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014
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65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014POOL EXCAVATION SITE PLAN



65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014EXCAVATION SECTION
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65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014PROPOSED SITE PLAN



65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014PROPOSED SITE SECTION
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65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014PRELIMINARY LANDSCAPE PLAN  |  SCHEME AT LOWER TERRACE
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65 VINE RESIDENCE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION  |  11.12.2014PROPOSED SITE PERSPECTIVE







Nominations Now Being Accepted for the Natural Resources Commission’s Annual 
Awards for Meritorious Service to the Highland Park Environment 

 
The Natural Resources Commission is currently accepting nominations for a Highland Park 
resident and/or a Highland Park business that has demonstrated a noteworthy commitment to 
the City’s environment. This year, the Commission will recognize one resident and one business 
during a ceremony held at City Hall at 6:30 p.m. on December 12th. Nominations for this award 
must clearly describe achievements that a Highland Park resident and/or Highland Park business 
has demonstrated in one or more of the following areas: 
 
1. The nominee has demonstrated outstanding leadership, skills, abilities, or resourcefulness 

in: 
 

A. Implementing innovative approaches that result in significant improvements to the 
Highland Park environment; or, 
 

B. Organizing, planning, or facilitating activities that promote environmental 
protection, pollution prevention or reduction, environmental enhancement, or the 
public awareness of environmental problems in the City. 
 

2. The nominee has demonstrated personal diligence or initiative by accepting responsibility 
for special projects which have resulted in significant studies of or improvements to the 
quality of Highland Park’s environment. 

 
3. The nominee has shown technical expertise and competence in dealing with and resolving 

an environmental problem in the City. 
 
4. The nominee has demonstrated unusual courage or competence in responding to an 

environmental emergency in the City. 
 
5. The nominee has demonstrated excellence in environmental education within the City. 
 
Each candidate must be nominated by a person or group living or working in the City of 
Highland Park.  Elected and appointed City officials are ineligible to receive the award. To 
request the Commission’s consideration of a nomination, a fully completed nomination 
form must be submitted by Monday, November 10th at 4:00 p.m. to the attention of 
Assistant to the City Manager Karen Berardi by email at kberardi@cityhpil.com or by 
mail to: 
 
Karen Berardi 
1707 St. Johns Avenue 
Highland Park, Illinois, 60035 
 
Nomination forms are available on the Commission’s website at:  
http://www.cityhpil.com/index.aspx?nid=379.  Questions regarding the nominations may be 
directed to Karen Berardi at 847-926-1043. 

mailto:kberardi@cityhpil.com
http://www.cityhpil.com/index.aspx?nid=379
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