
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CULTURAL ARTS 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS

MEETING DATE Tuesday, November 15, 2016

MEETING LOCATION Pre-Session Conference Room,
City Hall 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland Park, IL

CALL TO ORDER           Chair Arena called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Members Present: Councilman Alyssa Knobel, Chair Jeffrey Arena, Vice Chair 
Catherine Ricciardelli, Commissioner James Lynch, Commissioner Judith Kaufman, 
Commissioner Abby Neumann, Commissioner Rhoda Pierce, Commissioner Marita 
Poll, Staff Liaison Hayley Garard

Members Absent: Library Ex Officio Beth Keller, Student Representative Leah 
Canel

Chair Arena declared that a quorum was present.

Others Present: None.

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC
Welcome and introduction of Commissioner Marita Poll.

SCHEDULED BUSINESS
1. Consideration of Meeting Minutes

Changes were made to the October 6, 2016 minutes.
Commissioner Lynch moved to accept the meeting minutes as amended; 
Commissioner Pierce seconded the motion. The motion passed, 6-0.

2. Art Is Alive in Highland Park Community Art Contest
Commissioner Neumann gave a status update for Art Is Alive in Highland Park. The 
art drop-off is December 3. The event flyer was distributed throughout the 
community. Volunteers from the Cultural Arts Commission are needed for the event.
Councilman Knobel suggested reaching out to the middle schools to boost their 
involvement.

3. Purchase of Service Grant Application Reallocation of funds
The Commission reallocated $1,000 to Focus on the Arts. Commissioner Kaufman 
motioned to reallocate the full $1,000 to Focus on the Arts; Commissioner Lynch 
seconded the motion. The motion passed, 6-0.

4. Commissioner Assignments for Purchase of Service Grant Evaluations
Each year, commissioners are assigned to observe the events and projects funded by 
the Cultural Arts Commission. The following assignments were made:

a. Art Center - Commissioner Poll
b. East on Central - Commissioner Ricciardelli
c. Family Network – To be assigned



d. Focus on the Arts – Commissioner Kaufman
e. HP/Highwood Home Childcare Assn - Commissioner Neumann
f.  Highland Park Historical Society - None needed
g. Midwest Young Artists - Chair Arena
h. Patrons of the Arts - Commissioner Neumann
i. Pilgrim Chamber Players - Commissioner Poll
j. Tri-Con - To be assigned

5. Discussion of Citizenship Event
The Commission discussed the potential of participating in the Legal Aid Clinic’s 
Naturalization Ceremony. Councilman Knobel explained that different topics are 
chosen each year by students so the Naturalization Ceremony may not take place in 
2017. The Commission will postpone further discussion until a Naturalization 
Ceremony is confirmed.

6. Discussion of Cultural Arts Plan implementation
The Commission discussed preliminary plans for 2017 including more outreach for 
the arts throughout the community. 

7. Chairman’s Report
None.

OTHER BUSINESS
Commissioner Kaufman will be participating in an upcoming storytelling event. 
Commissioner Pierce mentioned an upcoming book discussion.
Chair Arena recommended the Commission honor Gabrielle Rousso who is retiring from her
role as Executive Director of the Arts Center – Highland Park.

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Pierce motioned to adjourn the meeting; Commissioner Lynch seconded the 
motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM


