
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CULTURAL ARTS 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS

MEETING DATE Tuesday, September 6, 2016

MEETING LOCATION Pre-Session Conference Room,
City Hall 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland Park, IL

CALL TO ORDER           Chair Arena called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Members Present: Councilman Alyssa Knobel, Chair Jeffrey Arena, Commissioner
Rhoda Pierce, Commissioner Abby Neumann, Commissioner Catherine Ricciardelli,
Commissioner Judith Kaufman,  Assistant to the City Manager Hayley Garard, Vice 
Chair Cindy Stern arrived at 7:50 p.m.

Members Absent: Library Ex Officio Beth Keller, Commissioner James Lynch, 
Student Representative Leah Canel 

Chair Arena declared that a quorum was present.

Others Present: None.

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

SCHEDULED BUSINESS
1. Consideration of Meeting Minutes – July 7, 2016

Chair Arena asked if anyone would like to recommend changes to the April minutes.
Updates were suggested. Commissioner Pierce moved to approve the minutes as 
amended; Commissioner Ricciardelli seconded the motion; the minutes passed with 
5-0 vote.  

2. Consideration of 2017 Commission Meeting Schedule/Meeting Date Resolution
Chair Arena suggested that the January 2 meeting be moved to Thursday, January 5 
since attendance is poor on day after holiday. Councilman Knobel suggested moving
the April 11 meeting since it would fall on the second day of Passover. The meeting 
was moved to Thursday, April 13. The 2017 regular meetings of the Cultural Arts 
Commission were approved. Commissioner Pierce made a motion to approve the 
resolution as amended; Commissioner Kaufman seconded the motion; the resolution 
passed with a 5-0 vote.

3. Consideration of Nominations for the 2016 Mayor’s Award for the Arts
Chair Arena read the two nominations for the Mayor’s Award for the Arts. One 
nomination was discarded since the nominee did not reside in Highland Park. The 
commissioners were concerned about the low number of applications. Susanna 
Calkins’s nomination was read. Chair Arena felt there was a great opportunity to 
connect with a new HP artist. The commission reviewed the criteria of the award and
commended Susanna for her accomplishments. Commissioner Neumann made a 
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motion to approve Susanna as the recipient of the Mayor’s Award for the Arts. 
Commissioner Ricciardelli seconded the motion; the nomination passed with a 3-2 
vote.

4. Discussion of Arts Month Activities
a. Arts Month Highlander Insert

Staff Liaison Garard informed the group that she is finalizing the insert for 
the 2016 October Highlander.

b. Harvest & Harmony Festival
Councilman Knobel discussed the Harvest & Harmony event which will be 
held September 23-24 in the Ravinia Business District and sponsored by the 
Ravinia SSA, which was administered by the City. She recommended the 
Commission attend and help promote the event since it encourages the arts 
and because the City administered the SSA and TIF.

5. Preliminary Discussion Purchase of Service (POS) Grant Program: 2015-16 
Final Reports and 2016-17 Applications

Commissioner Stern arrives at 7:50 p.m.

Commissioner Pierce asked about Musically Human Theater’s application and if 
they are working with a fiscal agent. Chair Arena explained that they applied using 
an established 501(c)3 in New York and it is unknown where they are in their own 
501(c)3 application process. Commissioner Pierce stated that the Illinois Arts 
Agency will not give money to someone working with a fiscal agent. Councilman 
Knobel suggested they might be more qualified for a Spark Grant since they aren’t 
currently a 501(c)3. Chair Arena agreed and recommended Musically Human 
Theater apply for a Spark Grant immediately.

Chair Arena reminded the commission that there is $25,000 to allocate and the 
requests received total just over $46,000.

Muse of Fire, Ravina Nursery School and the Library did not reapply for grants; all 
other 2016 applicants reapplied. Commissioner Neumann suggested reaching out to 
new applicants for the grant in the future. Councilman Knobel suggested contacting 
the people who did not apply to find out why they dropped out. Staff Liaison Garard 
suggested drafting a new application form to reduce photo copying, making applying
easier to attract more applicants.

6. Art Is Alive Art Contest Planning
Commissioner Neumann updated the group on Art Is Alive planning. TAC will be 
doing a call for submissions; the deadline is usually the first Saturday in December. 
Accepted art will be dropped off January 11 and the award ceremony will likely be 
held Friday, January 13. She has made contact with School District 112 and the PTO
and will communicate the dates and event info once finalized via Virtual Backpack.
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Commissioner Neumann continued that they need to get names for judges. The 
Commission recommended the following: Karen Echt, Nina Weiss, James Lambert, 
Sharon Rosenzweig, Beth Shadur, Art or Richard Shay, Judith Roth, Amy Amdur, 
Suzanne Horwitz, Amranis, Lauren Segil, Marita Poll, Evan Kane, Nelson Armour, 
Martha Abelson, and Student Commissioner Canel. 

Commissioner Neumann discussed some changes for this year’s event including 
digital submissions.

7. Mid-Century Walking Tour Update
Commissioner Stern reported that the Mid-Century Walking Tour event will take 
place on October 9. They are making a promotional poster and are looking for 
volunteers for the day of the event. The Commission will provide Walking Tour 
brochures. It was suggested that the CAC could compile the information from the 
tour to use in the future as a historical reference and tourist attraction.

8. Highland Park’s 150th Birthday in 2019
Councilman Knobel reported she is meeting with the Mayor and City Manager to 
discuss preliminary plans. They will be asking all Commissions to participate in the 
event. Event ideas were discussed.

9. Chairman’s Report
Chair Arena reported that he has been invited to go talk about plans at Ravinia.

Commissioner Pierce reported that Arts Midwest gave a grant to the Morton 
Arboretum to do an interactive style play about the environment and it was terrific. 
Chair Arena added that Arts Midwest worked with a local chorus, local actors, and 
offered classes to local artists. 

OTHER BUSINESS
Chair Arena announced the resignation of Commissioner Stern. Commissioner Stern
explained that she is moving out of the City and thus is required to resign.

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Kaufman motioned to adjourn the meeting; Vice Chair Stern 
seconded the motion; the group agreed to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. with a 5-0 vote.


