MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS

MEETING DATE		Thursday, July 7, 2016

MEETING LOCATION		Pre-Session Conference Room, 
		City Hall 1707 St. Johns Avenue, Highland Park, IL 

CALL TO ORDER 	          	Chair Arena called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Members Present: Councilman Alyssa Knobel, Chair Jeffrey Arena, Commissioner Rhoda Pierce, Commissioner Abby Neumann, Commissioner Catherine Ricciardelli, Commissioner Judith Kaufman,  Deputy City Manager Rudy Espiritu, Assistant to the City Manager Hayley Garard 

Members Absent: Library Ex Officio Beth Keller, Vice Chair Cindy Stern, Commissioner James Lynch, Student Representative Leah Canel 

Chair Arena declared that a quorum was present.

Others Present: None.

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

SCHEDULED BUSINESS
1. Consideration of Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2016
Chair Arena asked if anyone would like to recommend changes to the April minutes. Three grammatical updates were suggested. Commissioner Ricciardelli moved to approve the minutes as amended; Commissioner Kaufman seconded the motion; the minutes passed with 5-0 vote.  

2. New Staff Liaison – Assistant to the City Manager Hayley Garard
Assistant to the City Manager Garard introduced herself to the Commissioners as the new staff liaison and said she would email them her contact information.

Deputy City Manager Espiritu explained he is leaving the City and, as such, will no longer serve as liaison to the Commission. The Commissioners thanked him for his service. 

Per Assistant to the City Manager Garard’s request, the Commissioners each introduced themselves.

Chair Arena reminded that the CAC badges need to be reprinted for use at different functions. Ex-Liaison Lee Smith likely has a template in his files. 

3. City Hall Art Display Opening – “Visions of Highland Park Past & Present”
Commissioner Pierce gave an update on the Art in City Hall opening explaining that it was a great collaboration between the City, The Art Center, and Historical Society in honor of the Historical Society’s 50th Anniversary. It was an amazing turnout with about 150 people. 

Councilman Knobel added that a lot of press was done to promote the event. She felt the event revived the Art in City Hall initiative. She mentioned that the historical artifacts will be permanently installed in the Pre-Session Conference Room and Council Chambers. Archivist Nancy Webster has agreed to periodically change the items. October will be a recycled art installation possibly sponsored by Lakeshore Recycling Systems (LRS).

4. 2016 Cultural Plan Goals and Objectives Group Update
No comments.

5. 2016 Purchase of Service Grants
Deputy City Manager Espiritu stated the Purchase of Service Grant applications are currently available on the City’s website. They are due by August 15th. He received an inquiry from an improv first-time group as possible first time applicants. The applications have been sent to all the previous applicants and all the cultural arts groups. 

6. Mid-Century Walking Tour – Historic Preservation Commission
Chair Arena passed out fliers for distribution by the Commissioners to help promote the event. He requested the flier be posted on the HPCAN Facebook page.

7. Local Arts Network Workshop Report
No comments. 

8. Artwork in McDonalds restaurant Report
Commissioner Kaufman met with the owner of McDonalds, Chris Prucnal. She saw their two areas for the art displays which measure about 10ft x 9ft. She has contacted school groups, Highland Park Poetry, East on Central, and The Art Center to possibly contribute works for the displays. Other suggested contacts included Luanne Grish at D112 and the artists at 3150. Chair Arena reminded that the CACs role with McDonald’s isn’t ongoing; they are just helping them get set up. Commissioner Kaufman agreed and explained that she will be providing the contacts and he will be reaching out to the groups as he sees fit. 

9. Artwork in Highland Park Bank and Trust Report
Commissioner Kaufman met with John Levy at Highland Park Bank & Trust. He said he will put out fliers for any cultural arts group including mini copies of the Cultural Arts Plan, sponsor individual arts events, and make their conference room available for arts groups. There is a back area where a temporary wall can be installed and used for an art display. She offered to write an email to the arts groups alerting them to the Bank’s offers. Chair Arena suggested working with HPCAN to distribute the information. 

10. Musically Human Theatre Report
Deputy City Manager Espiritu informed the group that Musically Human Theatre has requested the City lower their insurance threshold. As such, the Council will be considering a request to lower the insurance requirements for the Karger Center and Fire House from 2 million to 1 million per incident. The City is still awaiting their incorporation documents. It is anticipated that this will be completed by the end of August. Chair Arena confirmed that they will be applying for a POS grant.

11. Antelope Sculpture Rust Update
Deputy City Manager Espiritu informed that he took pictures of the rust on the antelope sculpture and sent them to the person that previously did the restoration. He explained that there isn’t a warranty on the work and that the previous liaison was informed that some rust was expected. 

Chair Arena disagreed because the contract does mention a warranty and the City requires a warranty on all work. He recommended the issue be escalated. The group agreed. 

12. Art Is Alive in Highland Park
Commissioner Neumann informed that Commissioner Riccardelli and she met with Director of The Art Center Gabrielle Rousso and discussed that she would head the Art is Alive project. They discussed allowing submissions electronically or in person. Parents will be required to register their children, provide contact information, and be present during drop off for kids under 18 years old. Councilman Knobel mentioned that the parent requirement might be a problem for some of the kids. The group decided they would adapt to special situations as needed. Making sure that contact information is correct was stressed as a concern based on issues from past years. It was suggested they could use texts to aid in communications. More details will be discussed once drop-off dates are finalized. Commissioner Pierce added that drop-off procedures need to be streamlined. The group agreed.

13. Art Painting of Utility Boxes
Councilman Knobel mentioned she spoke with Trustee Holly Kim of the Village of Mundelein about how they have been replicating the CAC’s structure and efforts. One thing their newly formed Commission has been doing is getting artists to paint murals on their otherwise gray utility boxes around town. In order for Highland Park to execute a similar project, we would have to work with the Public Works Department to find out which boxes we own and where they are located. Councilman Knobel also suggested that maybe we would paint something other than utility boxes.  

Commissioner Kaufman added that her granddaughter won a poetry contest and the winners each had their poems engraved in the concrete sidewalks. Councilman Knobel added that in Boston they use temporary paint to create art on the sidewalks and it is only visible when it rains. Deputy City Manager Espiritu added that at his previous community, they figured out which utility boxes they owned and followed a project outline and guidelines from a City in California to execute the initiative. They set up a subcommittee to review the art, box locations, and oversee the completion of the project.

OTHER BUSINESS
Deputy City Manager Espiritu explained that each Commission must submit a Work Plan as part of the budget procedures. He created one with the same amounts and objectives as the previous year. Chair Arena noted that they pre-paid for 2 years of the HPCAN website fees. He added that they have requested analytics for the page to check if people are using it. He suggested the extra funds be earmarked for planning of the City’s sesquicentennial. Councilman Knobel suggested waiting to move the money until initial plans for the anniversary are discussed in September and instead recommended just leaving a placeholder in the meantime. Chair Arena also noted that it would be wise to allocate some money for implementation of the Cultural Plan. He added he wouldn’t want to take funds away from any of the arts organizations. He asked if the Highlander costs would remain the same. Councilman Knobel confirmed they would be the same regardless of the redesigned layout. Deputy City Manager Espiritu explained that the Work Plan should be submitted by the end of the month but the deadline is flexible and changes can be submitted with group consensus. Chair Arena requested the additional $700 be moved to implementation of the Cultural Plan. Councilman Knobel stated that the Council will appreciate that plan. The group agreed to make the change to the Work Plan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chair Arena stated that Commissioner Kaufman turned in an event evaluation for Midwest Young Artists concert. Commissioner Kaufman admitted she had to guess for some of the evaluation items. Commissioner Pierce requested to have the evaluation assignments resent to the group. The group discussed other upcoming performances including Bad Jews, Muse of Fire Theatre, and Into the Woods. Commissioner Pierce commented on the great impact the Commission has in the community and the group agreed. 

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Pierce motioned to adjourn the meeting; Commissioner Riccardelli seconded the motion; the group agreed to adjourn at 9:00 pm with a 5-0 vote.
